B B PoSTAL HISTORY OF THE GRECO-ITALIAN WAR 1940-'4]

The Italian invasion of Greece began on 28.10.40. At the time, Greek military units were organized according
to the pre-war (1939) document “Organization of the Armed Forces”, Campaign Plan I-B (I-Italy, B-Bulgaria),
and also Mobilization Plan 19398 dated 5.12.1939. The latter provided detailed specifics regarding the
composition and deployment of:

e The General Staff

* Two military administrative departments - T.Z.A.M. (Western Macedonia.Army Section) and T.L.K.

(Kavala Army Section) and very shortly thereafter T.X.A.M. (Eastern Macedonia Army Section)

e Five Army Corps E.E, (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th)

» Fifteen Divisions (14 infantry M.IL, 1 cavalry M.L)

e Four Infantry Brigades

Greece had already prepared for the possibility of war - both materially and psychologically. Having seen
Italian forces moving close to the border, Greece had put into effect two call ups for military services - an
“official” one in October 1939, and a “covert” one in August 1940,

The Greco-Italian War created glorious pages on the battlefields, so it rightfully earned the designation of the
“epic." Within a few weeks, Greece had already gained the upper hand, and the myth of Axis invincibility was
evident for all to see. Italian forces were pushed back across the border, into Albania. The situation got so bad
the Italians had to call on the German Army to bail them out. However, this was not without consequences -
namely the delay of German preparations for the invasion of the Soviet Union.

The period of the Greco-Italian War ends around late April 1941, shortly after the German attack on Greece
(April 6, 1941). Subsequently, Greece will enter the dark period of German occupation,

Although the duration was relatively short, the Greco-Italian War nonetheless provides an interesting
collection of postal items.
To cope with the large volume of mail (9,643,000 letters censored in February '41), the army created:
¢ Five Central Military Post Offices (KXT), in key locations
* Postal sectors (TT) for individual units with a code number for large units - which was not related in
any way to the unit’s secret code, name or location.

Military mail was censored throughout the war as well as during the call up period. At first, this was done
mostly for larger units. From within Greece to the army, censorship was performed by the KETs who were
responsible for the military mail. Later, a TEZ (Hellenic Army General Staff) directive, dated 11.11.1940, this
control was ultimately assigned the Civil Correspondence Offices upon dispatch. Censorship of outgoing mail
from the army (after the KETs) was carried out by the post offices of the units, (the corresponding TT).

Military units usually employed postcards, either private or official military service ones. ;

In the case of civil correspondence, censorship was initially the job of the local authorities (usually the
Gendarmerie/Police). Later, this function was assigned to the censorship offices of the Greek Post Offices, and to
post offices in occupied Albania. At some point, these also took over the military mail (as noted earlier). A variety
of official censorship markings were used, with or without the location, as well as resealing adhesive tape.

At the beginning of the war, mail to and from the army (up to 20 gr) was postage free.

The exhibit refers to the organization of the postal service of this period and its preparation (offices,
cancellations, markings on mail, especially censors).
A prominent place in the exhibit is occupied by items of correspondence of prisoners of war.

The locations of the units' operations during
the specified period, shown in parentheses,
are based on the research of the presenter
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PREPARATION FOR COVERING - FRONTIER UNITS

From 1924 onwards, Greece deployed and maintained units to guard its 1200 km. long northern frontier,
which ran from the mouth of the river Evros to the Adriatic Sea, a titanic work for its time. Their composition
varied - the most important of these being the so-called "FRONTIER SECTORS" and "FRONTIER SUB-
SECTORS". The postal cancellations employed by them also varied. Regulations with regards to the postal
services provided to these units, can be found in circular no. 4 dated 9/1/24.

Frontier Sectors were usually designated by a Latin number, whereas sub-sections were indicated by
location. There were twelve in all (with VI and Vlla being the most important). With the outbreak of the war, they
were either dissolved or absorbed, and a few who remained were given their own TTs. Details can be found in

the following table:

FRONTIER SECTORS
VI Frontier Sector NEO PETRITSI SERRES X Frontier Sector ARIDEA
VII Frontier Sector DRAMA XI Frontier Sector KILKIS
Vlla Frontier Sector | KATO VRONTOU DRAMA | XII Frontier Sector KOMOTINI
VIII Frontier Sector | IOANNINA XIV Frontier Sector XANTHI
IX Frontier Sector FLORINA EVROS Frontier Sector | DIDIMOTICHON
IXa Frontier Sector KASTORIA SOUFLI Frontier Sector | SOUFLI

Each frontier sector had its own unique postal handstamp, and this made any mail which bore it, eligible for
a reduced postal fee (circular 213823/11.9.1928 of the Ministry of Transport). As described in article 1 of the _
decree of 4.4.1933, this fee was 10 cents per 20 grams of weight for ordinary letters and postcards.
Once the war got under way, the frontier sections were either renamed, or were incorporated into the campaign
units and their mail was then free of charge.
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: Hand stamped “Il ANEEAPTHTO
TAI'MA MPOKAAYWEQY - T.T. 305",
| (IT Indipended Covering

| Battalion_PS305), arrival pmk
“XIAHPOKAZTPON (MAKEAONIAZL)
*1811925” :

The postal rate for 1925 was 1 Dr.

With the restoration of peace from 1923 onwards, permanent border garrisons were established. Such
guarding units were the “COVERING BATTALIONS”.
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Cover from
SIDIROKASTRON to

LAMIA, canc.
“LIAHPOKAXTPON
(MAKEAONIAZ) *
24 10YN 1926",
arrival pmk “AAMIA
KENTPIKON * 26
IOYN 1926"
. Cachet “VIII TAT'MA
S [TIPOKAAYWEQEL -
“\ : EAAHNIKH

= AHMOKPATIA",

| (v Covering

Battalion- Hellenic
Republic)
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The postal rate at that time was 1 Drachma
Note: From 1924 to 1941, on the one hand, the Military Service made changes to the covering units, and on the
other hand, the country's political system changed from a Monarchy to a Republic in 1924 and back to a Monarchy
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Airmail cover from [OANNINA to
ATHENS, canc. "IQANNINA
(ADIEIX) * 3 VI 39” and arrival
pmk “A@HNA (AEBIAOY 8) * 4 VI
39”. Hand stamped “TATMA
[TIPOKAAYWEQZ - XX ?...
AAAHAOTPA®IAN" (Covering
Battalion-XX ?... Correspondence)

§ Reduced Postal rate 10Lepta (as it
& was defined after April 4, 1933)

The reduced-rate letter was not exempt from additional fees such as the airmail fee
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Small cover canc., "EIAHPOKAZTPO * 1 1 1930"
Hand stamped “VI A £YNOPIAKOX TOMEYZ -
EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA”, (VI A Frontier
Sector - Hellenic Republic) to Infantry’s School
in Athens.

By the Government Gazette (FEK) of January
9, 1924, the fee for border units is set at 20
lepta/15 grams of weight

Small cover canc. "EIAHPOKAZTPO * 10 12
1937" to PATRAS, hand stamped “EMOIITEIA
VITOMEQX - A, @, ©.” (Supervision of VI
Sector - Thessaloniki Fortress Command T.F.C.)

At the end of 1935, in order to implement the
fortifications under study, of the Thessaloniki
Fortress Command T. F. C. (A.9.0.) was
established to oversee the works as provided
by the then Army Organization

Cover canc.
“CIAHPOKAZTPON *
8.2.1938" from VI
Frontier Sector, cachet
“VI ZYNOPIAKOZ
TOMEYZ - BAZIAEION
THEZ EAAAAQY,

(VI Frontier Sector-
Kingdom of Greece),
with a central crest

Reduced Postal rate
10L




Cover canc. “NEON
MNETPITZION *

111V 1940" from VI
FRONTIER SECTOR.
Cachet:
“VIZYNOPIAKOX
TOMEYZ - IAIQTIKH
AAAHAOTPA®IA”, (VI
Frontier Sector-Private-
Correspondence).

Reduced postal rate
10L

Cover from VII Frontier Sector, hand stamped “VII LYNOPIAKOX TOMEYY” (VII Frontier Sector) with central
crest, canc. "APAMA ATIOZTOAH * 24 XI 40" to ATHENS, arrival pmk “AOHNAI A®IZIL * 25 XI 40” .
Reduced Postal rate 10L

The war has already begun...
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Cover from KATO
VRONTOU canc.
“APAMA * 23V 40",
hand stamped “VIla
ZYNOPIAKOZ
TOMEYZ" (Vlla
Frontier Sector)

From February 24,
1941, its precise
designation was
“Eastern Subsector
of the KARANTAG
Formation” (DIS)

Reduced Postal rate 10L

Small cover canc. “NEYPOKOITION *
22 7 1936", hand stamped

“1°s AOXOZ VIII £YNOP. TOMEQL"
(1st Company of VIII Frontier
Sector) with a central crest

Reduced Postal rate 10L

(back 90%)

Cover canc. AOAIANA *

18 AEK 1931”, cachet “1° TATMA
VIII EYNOPIAKOX TOMEYZ -
EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA"

(1st Battalion of VIII Frontier Sector-
Hellenic Republic)

Reduced Postal rate 10L



Cover with railway pmk
“®AQPINA - OEZZAAONIKH
KINHTON B’ * 1110 1935",
hand stamped “IX ZYNOPIAKOZ

- TOMEYZ” (IX Frontier Sector)

with a central crest, to ATHENS

Reduced Postal rate 10L

Cover canc. “KAZTOPIA * 3 V11935” to PIRAEUS, hand stamped “IX a E’TNOP!AKOI:
TOMEYZ" (IX a Frontier Sector) thh a central crest

o N

Red’_ixce’dPastaI rate 10L



Cover canc. “APAEA *
28VII 40" to
THESSALONIKI, cachet
"X ZYNOPIAKOZX
TOMEYZ -
BAZIAEION THZ
EAAAAQY”

(X Frontier Sector -
Kingdom of Greece),
with a central crest

Reduced Postal
rate 10L
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Cover to the same
recipient, canc.
"®OYITANH *

24X 40" to
THESSALONIKH, from
the same Frontier
Sector (with different
type of handstamp)

Reduced Postal
rate 10L




Cover canc.
“KIAKIZ* 22 VI
36", hand
stamped

“XI ZYNOPIAKOX
TOMEYZ -
BAZIAEION THX
EAAAAOQY”,

(XI Frontier
Sector-Kingdom
of Greece), to
THESSALONIKI

Reduced Postal
rate 10L ;

Cover canc. “KOMOTHNH *
18.VI1.1933", hand stamped
. “XI1 £YNOPIAKOZ TOMEYE -
EAAHNIKH AHMOKPATIA”,
(XII Frontier Sector - Hellenic
~Republic), to ATHENS

Reduced Postal rate 10L
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(back 80%)

Cover canc, "EAN@OH*

13 OKT 1938" to ATHENS, cachet
“XIVZYNOPIAKOX TOMEYZY -
20s AOXO0X"

(XIV Frontier Sector - 2nd
Company)

Reduced Postal rate 10L

Cover canc. “AZI0OYIIOAIZ * 19
NOE 35" from the 2nd Company
of POLIKASTRON, hand stamped
“©@POYPAPXEION
IMMOAYKAZTPOY”, (Garrison
headquarter of Polikastron),

to loannina

Reduced Postal rate 10L



Cover canc. “AIAYMOTEIXON * 30 VI 37", hand stamped “CYNOPIAKOX TOMEYE EBPOY” (EVROS Frontier
Sector), to ATHENS

Reduced Postal rate 10L

Cover fragment canc. “AIMOIPIA [IAPABPYZOY”
(Paravriso’s Platoon), nowadays Plaisio Thesprotias,
with a central crest, to CORFOU on 26 VI 1939

Reduced Postal rate 10L




SUB-SECTORS (SMALLER FORMATIONS)
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Cover canc,
“"AZIOYTIOAIZ *

20 MAI 36", cachet
“YIIOTOMEYZ AEIOY -
BAZIAEION THZ
EAAAAOL” (Sub-sector
of AXIOS - Kingdom of
Greece)

Reduced Postal rate 10L

Cover from PARANESTI DRAMAS
to PIRAEUS, hand stamped
“YIIOTOMEYZ IAPANEZTIOY”
(PARANESTI Sub-sector) with a
central crest, via THESSALONIK],
canc. with railway pmk
“AAEEANAPOYTIOAIZ-
OEZZAAONIKH * 27X 37"

Reduced Postal rate 10L



The Thessaloniki Fortress Command T.F.C. (A®@) organized 5 Departments of Works: A’, B', C, D', and E".
The 1939b mobilization plan, with the ministerial decision on October 13, 1939, provided for the unit in question
to be based in Thessaloniki. :

(back 50%)
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Cover from "T" A/von 'Epywv
®povpiov” (C' Department of
Works of TFC), canc.
“AEIOYTIOAIZ * 16 ®EB 41",
via THESSALONIKI, arrival
pmk on 18 I 41 (back), cachet
“LTPATIQTIKH AOT'OKPIZIA
* AZIOYTIOAEQE” (Axioupolis
Military Censorship) and
unframed linear handstamp
marked “AOT'OKPIZIA”
(CENSORSHIP) and censor’s
signature

Same sender and recipient on an official military PS card, routed via civilian post of FLORINA, canc. "thPINA >
51141" and 3-circle cachet texted “AOTOKPIZIA ®AQPINHE” (FLORINA CEN SORSHIP), with a central crest and
sensor s number “A5”

The ojﬁdal pastcards of the Mmtary Service were issued with 6 different images (on top right) and 15
different patriotic slogans by I. Metaxas (in the bottom).




WITH THE START OF THE WAR ...

The VI Frontier Sector, headquartered in NEO PETRITSI, SERRES, received the Postal Sector “693" with
the onset of the war. Furthermore, the rhomboidal censor mark due to a mistake with the cliché, has the
"9" reversed. Subsequently, the TT693 was assigned to the XVIII Division upon its formation
(December 24, 1940).
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Military PS card from TT693 (PS693) to ATHENS pmk “TAX TOMEYZ 693 * 101 41”. Censored at the unit with
the rhomboidal “TA 693", with the digit 9 reversed

The Vlla Frontier Sector, headquartered in KATO BRONTOU DRAMA, was served by Postal Sector “624” of the
C’(37%) REGULATORY CENTER at the start of the war. However, for better service, Postal Sector 624A was soon
established as a branch of TT624.
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Military PS card from TT624A (73° 11 - III upoBoArapyia- PS 6244, 730 Infantry Regiment-3rd Artillery Battery) to
ATHENS canc. “TAX TOMEYZ 624A * 28 11 41", Censored at departure with the rhomboidal “TA 624"

Also, the Vlla Frontier Sector, together with the 73rd Infantry Battalion (£I1) and the 19th Infantry Regiment, formed the
VII Infantry Brigade until February 24, 1941. After that date, this unit complex was renamed “KARANTAG COMPLEX.”



OFFICIAL PRE-CONSCRIPTION of 1939

The occupation of Albania (April 1939) by Italy prompted Greece to initiate an official pre-conscription on
(Sept./Oct '39). This involved 2 Infantry Divisions (I0ANNINA, KOZANI), 1 Infantry Brigade (FLORINA),
and elements of the CORFU MILITARY GARRISON. Four Postal Sectors (PS) were created for mail to/from
these military units (825, 912, 712 & 850 respectively), but these were later allocated to other units. These
post offices and their associated censorship offices were abolished on 15.10.39 by the order of 12.10.1939 of

the GES (Hellenic Army General Staff).
At that time only the specific units were postage free
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Cover from TT825 (PS825), pmk.
“TAX. TOMEYZX 825 *3 X 39" to
IOANNINA. Censored at departure
with box cachet “AOTOKPIZIA
T.T.825” (CENSORSHIP P.S.825)

w — — s Private cover from

KASTORIA on 21/9 1939

NMANTOITOQOAEION to ATHENS. Censored in

KONZT. I. XPIZTOMOYAOY szt i oS

——J‘:} .
""’} E HAAEZETOPIA € EAAAT 5 [ AL (CENSORED), censor's
: number #2. Resealing
tape marked “YITHPEZIA

AOTOKPIZIAL”
(CENSORSHIP Dept.)

Due to the conscription,
censorship was in effect

TINPES A AOT ok PIZIAS




... the first messages about the coming war ...

OUR PROTECTED

CRUISERELLL.: £ s

which was recklessly
torpedoed on August 15,
1940, in the port of Tinos
who was there for the
festive celebrations of the

Virgin Mary_ TAXYAPOMIKON H
AEATAPION :

Unposted privately
issued letter card

AEN AHZMONOYMEN
THN_EAAHN....

©A EKAIKHOOYMEN

T XAIVOLIOUNY

“EA

AH, MAZ

et

‘Eropmiikicdy dvdvdows Tiv

15 *Adyodorov 1940 &' Thive

Greek proclamation of
unknown date.
“REMEMBER

THEELLI
WE WILL AVENGE”




COVERT CONSCRIPTION of 1940

The alarming increase of Italian troops on the Greek-Albanian border, as well as the

sinking of our protected cruiser ELLI, forced Greece into a covert conscription in

August 1940. There were individual call-ups of reserve officers supposedly for further

training and individual call-ups of unarmed soldiers. It was then that the Military Postal

Service, the Central Military Postal (KET) offices, and the autonomous censorship offices

(TA) of the Postal Sectors (TT) were created. (in front)
We will see several items in the next section of KET’s
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Free postage cover
canc. "A@GHNAI
ATIOZTOAH *

23X 40" to TT900,
(PS900/E’ ARMY
CORPS) via D’
Central Military Post
Office "KET A* 25X
40" which operated
in ATHENS
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Military PS card from “TT712, Taypa npokaAbews ®iliatav” (PS712, FILIATES Covering Battalion of
VIII Frontier Sector)-, pmk. “TAX. TOMEYX 712 * ? X 40", to MESSOLONGHI. Censored at departure with a
rhomboidal “TA 712" and from “C” Central Military Post Office “K.E.T. T * 4 X 40”. Arrival pmKkin
MESSOLONGHI, “MEZOAOITION 7 OKT 40"



CENTRAL MILITARY POST OFFICES - (KX T)

In August of 1940, the Greek military took note of
Italian forces massing at the border. This was the
catalyst for an unannounced call up of Greek troops. The

KIT A (A) LARISSA

KT B (B) IOANNINA associated logistics of such a mobilization needed to take
into account the soldiers’ mail. A directive was therefore
KET T (C) THESSALONIKI issued (on August 24, 1940), authorizing the

establishment of the “Military Postal Service” of the
KXT 4 (D) ATHENS Campaign with a number of Central Military Post

KZT E (E) ALEXANDROUPOLI Offices (KXT) in key for the war locations (see adjacent
table).

Each of these also included a censorship office, and they employed a type of handstamp that produced a
characteristic rhomboidal censor mark, bearing the initials TA (T : Touéag/Department), -
A: Aoyoxpiolag/Censorship) and in the middle, a letter indicating the corresponding KET (4, B, C, D, E). These
censorship offices were maintained until shortly after a directive of 11.11.1940 according to which the censorship
of mail to the army was then taken over by the censorship of the sending civilian post offices.

A vaym/
Reminder: TT : Postal Sector (PS) 6 Tasptisnos u/tv/'sz
drne [

Cover from Athens to TT724 (PS724-XIII Division under the [ et 5
5% Army Corps-E’LE) by way of KET A * 23 X 40 (before the = ;
declaration of war, i.e. during the August 1940 covert - J = { ,/_.8
conscription) and of KET E * 24 X 40, for transmission to TT724 ‘;__:;/ \ v
(PS724). Censor marks at both KETs, “TA A” and “TA E”; e
secured with printed tape marked “EAOTOKPI®OH” (CENSORED)
by KIT E censorship. The crossed-out text on the front view of
the file was made by the censorship service.

HOIdHOJO\{E_I |

T T o o o e T

[r—

\ (back side 50%)

J/&W 22 %
A—/Z x_fc fﬂ'ﬁfﬂa’fﬂ i :k

_/-_7;7é4 i




Cover from TT712 (PS712-VIII MEPAPXIA in IOANNINA) to Athens.
Pmk. TAX. TOMEYZX 712 * 13 XI 40, (KLIMATIA village/IOANNINA).
Passed firstly from KET B * ? XI 40 and then from KET A * 22 XI 40.
Censored upon departure with rhomboidal “TA B”.

Arrival pmk of civilian post in Athens with single-circle pmk :
AOHNA * 24 X1 40 and twin-circle pmk AGHNA AEBIAOY 8 * 25 XI 40

(onback side 50%)

Cover pmk ABHNA *11X 40 (covert conscription) to TT900 (PS900-E’ Army corps-ALEXANROUPOLIS).
The cover was initially submitted to the civilian post and forwarded to KET A (backstamped 21 X 40). Censored

with “TA A” and secured wfth tape ribbon \




Cover from THESSALONIKI to TT724 (PS724-XII1 Infantry Division), via KET T * 13 10 40 (back), before the
declaration of war. Hand stamped with red 3-circle pmk “K.E.T.T * I.E.A.” (General Military Censorship of “C”
KXT) and secured with printed tape “EAOTOKPI®OH” (CENSURED). We are just after the covert conscription.
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The deletion with
black ink on the
front of the cover
was done by the
censorship

(back side)
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EAOTOKPIOH

[llustrated postcard posted from Athens on 27.1.41 (back), to a military physician of the $1 Evacuation
Hospital of TT652 (PS652-2nd Regulatory Center). Because the recipient had been discharged (handwritten
note 'discharged’, it bears a 3-line linear handstamp “ENIZTPEDETAI / AIIOETOAEA / KET A“

(RETURNED TO / SENDER / KET D).



MILITARY UNIT CANCELLATIONS

There are two categories of military mail: That of the campaign army, which was circulated through the

KETs (mentioned above); and that of the conscription army, for all intents and purposes - the army within
national borders. In order for soldiers in the 2nd category to send their mail free of charge, they used an official

handstamp of their specific unit (which was prohibited in the case of the former). Thus, there exist items bearing
the designations of the units themselves. ; :

SRR T “EMMEAON NEZIKOY EAEYOEPOYMOAEQE"
(Infantry Training Camp of ELEFTHEROUPOLIS)

“XIV KTHNIATPIKON ANOZMNAZMA”
(XIV Veterinary Detachment)

: :?'-'

S S

- “40s AOXOZ KATAZKEYQN Il TATMATOZX ZIAHPOAPOMAQN"
(4th Construction Company, 2nd Railway Battalion)




POSTAL SECTORS

%IV 41

!

97

The postal cancellations used were based
around three primary types (shown above). The
postal sectors should not be confused with the
secret unit number, with which there was no
connection. All major units, the General Staff,

A distinguishing feature of the Military Postal
Service was the introduction of Postal Sectors (TT).
These were established by a directive dated 24.8.1940,
which also made provisions for the creation of Central
Military Post Offices (KET). Four Postal Sectors had been
created in August of 1939, in conjunction with the official

‘mobilization.

Each large military unit had its own Postal Sector
(TT) code number that was assigned to it for the duration
of the war. It was imperative that this, and not the
location, be used for military correspondence. The total
number of TT was 45, 42 + 3 supplementary ones as an
annex, with the letter A as a suffix. :

Commander-in-Chief, Military Commands, Armies, Army Corps, and Divisions had their own Postal Sector. It was

essentially their post office.

Each Postal Sector (TT) had its own censorship office (for mail leaving the military
unit) with an identical vertical rhomboidal handstamp: "TA-Topéag Aoyokpioiacg” (Censorship
Department) and the number of the Postal Sector in the middle. ;

The locations of the units' operations during the specified period, shown in parentheses, are

based on the research of the exhibitor

Military PS card

Athens, pmk

e e e T 5

E A A8

STPATIQTIKH TAXYAPOMI

ey

1. GENERAL HEADQURTERS (TT 461) from TT461 to

TAX TOMEYZX
461 *20XI140
Censored at the
Headquarters
with rhomboidal
TA 461

AgdBuvaly knostoiiw

BaBusg = Rt P,

ENIZTOAIKON AEATAPION AN

The headquar-
ters of the
Commander in-
Chief was in
Athens, at the
Hotel Grande

............

opetieton  dmohbtag f) &vaypapd tod
; z:bgmu gm&glﬁat&? ti’?g "Haﬁmﬂ

Advanced Detachment of
General Headquarters
(TT197)

Patriotic postcard from
PS197 to Athens, pmk

TAX TOMEYZX 197 *

20 111 41.

Censored at the Detachment
with TA 197

Bretagne



2. MILITARY COMMANDS OF THE THEATER COMMANDER

MILITARY COMMANDS with their corresponding Postal Sectors (PS)

594 | B' HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND 590 | A’ REGULATORY CENTER
327 | C' HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND 652 | B' REGULATORY CENTER
605 | D' HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND 624 | C' REGULATORY CENTER
980  E'HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND 312 | CORFU MILITARY GARRISON
752 | IPIROS BASE

The MILITARY COMMANDS OF THE THEATER COMMANDER included typically staff units of their area, such as
Hospitals, Recruitment Offices, Garrisons, Headquarters, Clubs, Transportation services, Military Post Offices, etc

B’ HIGHER MILITARY
COMMAND
Postcard from TT594
(PS594) to Athens. Pmk
TAX TOMEYZ * 594
28 XII 40 (operated in
LARISSA).
Censored at departure with
rhomboidal TA 594

C’ HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND. Military postal card

of the Thessaloniki Ladies' Association
“Soldier's Sweater Association” from TT327 (PS327) to XANTHI, Pmk. TAX TOMEYE 327 * 7 141.
Censored at departure with a rhomboidal TA 327



D’ HIGHER MILITARY
COMMAND Cover from TT605
(PS605) to Athens, pmk TAX
TOMEYZ 605 * 10 XII 40.
Censored at departure with the
rhomboidal TA 605, and later by
another censor as well, with box -
cachet marked EAOTOKPIOH
(CENSORED) and censor’s
number #1

Double military censorship

E’ HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND. Letter card from TT980 (PS980) to TINOS (PIRGOS village).
Pmk. TAX TOMEYZX 980 * 30 111 41 (operated in VERIA). Censored at departure with the rhomboidal
TA 980 - @ : :
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A’ REGULATORY CENTER. Cover from TT590 (PS590) to GITHION/RACHI village, pmk. TAX. TOMEYZX
590 * 16 XI 40. Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 590
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B’ REGULATORY CENTER. Letter card from TT652 (PS652 /Roadworks Service of the General
Headquarters) to PAROS, pmk. TAX TOMEYE 652 * 29 111 41. Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 652
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NIEH xai y' adviy o mavoe, I. METARAZ l.ﬂ{ soldier of TT652 to

\ 'i & - Mytilene, with a very
¢ A i ing text ...
m\'& % \gw\)‘?&j "‘W\Q’Acbh“{\&_g interesting tex

. we go forth with our homeland in our hearts, for on the twenty-eighth of October, the murderers sent us
an ultimatum asking that we agree to become their slaves. Little do they realize that Greeks will always be
[free - we have our history, and we remember well that better an hour of liberty than forty years of slavery
and prison. Greece will show the dishonorable murderers who sunk a ship of our Greek navy (ELLI), that we
remember her, that we never forget what it means to be Greek - even if there are 45 million against our 8.
The 8 million will drive them back, and throw them into the sea...
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B REGULATORY CENTER / SERVICE FROM THE PS (TT) Branch. Military PS card from TT652«

(PS652a) to Athens Poste Restante via civilian post. Censored at departure with EAOT'OKPIOH (CENSORED). Bears
stamps cancelled with AOHNA * [TAPAMONH (STAY) 14 ®EB 41, due to the cover being held at the post office




The 2nd REGULATORY CENTER used 2 types of censorship handstamps,
o the classic rhomboidal (TA652) and

e the two concentric circles (with a central crest), bearing the initials P. K. B. (Regulatory Center B) * X.

A. (Military Censorship)

(in front)

Carte postale, spoil of war (Albanian traditional dress) from TT652 (PS652 / Unit $12
/ Light Vehicle Squadron), to KALAMATA. It lacks the TT postmark. Was written on
1.12.40. Arrival pmk, KAAAMAI ITAPAAIA * 7 XII 40. Censored at departure with twin-
circle handstamp bearing the initials PKB * ZA (B’ Regulatory Center * Military
Censorship) and handwritten note “eAoyokpidn” (censored)
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C’ REGULATORY CENTER. Small cover from TT624/£2 Adxog AwaPipéoswv (PS624/S2 Signal Platoon)

to PIRAEUS, Canc. TAX TOMEYZX 624 * 3 XII 40. Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 624
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1. METAEAZ

C’" REGULATORY CENTER / SERVICE FROM THE PS Branch. Military PS card from TT624A /73 XI1,
XIV MII, (branch of PS624/23 Infantry Regiment /XIV Infantry Division) to the 27 Athens Military Hospital, pmk.
TAX TOMEYZ 624A * 16 Il 41, (operated in ANO VRONTOU). Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 624
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CORFU MILITARY GARRISON. Cover from TT312 /100 ZI1 (PS312/10t Infantry Division) to
Athens, pmk. TAX TOMEYX 312 * 7 1 41. Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 312
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(back side 50%)

Likewise, cover from TT 312
(PS312) with the '
rhomboidal censor mark

TA 312 and on the back was
stamped with censor’s
number #E1

f( |

(back side)

This unit did not use a
rhomboidal cachet for its
censorship, but a 3-circle
one with a central crest,

M v Z-;ar. Yiov —3%

3 % Eo o ; _ marked MILITARY
g LT ARSI CENSORSHIT PS752,
e 2 (51(5':@ a 2 accompanied by a
O Ty, 7 i S 3 . _ : rectangular cachet with
R - ' wi- Sl the indication CENSORED

EPIRUS BASE. (operated in PREVEZA). Cover from TT 752 /105 Adxog Attpoxwv (PS752/1st Motorcycle
Platoon) to THESSALONIKI, pmk. TAX TOMEYE 752 * 13 IIl 41. Censored at departure with twin-cercle
handstamp (with a central crest ETPATIQTIKH AOTOKPIZIA TT752 (MILITARY CENSORSHIP PS752), on the
back side, instead of TA censor mark. It also bears a linear cachet marked EAOT'OKPIOH (CENSORED). The
rhomboidal handstamp TA 752 has not been encountered.



3. ARMIES

TZAM ( West Macedonia Established August 1939; headquarters in KOZANI and a new
Army Sector) post office, TT960

TZKM ( Central Macedonia
Army Sector )

Established 6.3.41 from the XII division. Headquarters in KOZANI

TEAM ( Eastern Macedoni Established 4.11.40 from Army Sector Kavala and headquartered
( Bastern Macedonia . | i, cpppps and from 8.2.41 onwsrds, with the Incorporation of the

APTLy Sescr 4th Army Corp, THESSALONIKI

TZH ( Epirus Army Sector ) | Established 14.2.41 with headquarters IOANNINA

Note: Of the above armies, only the TEAM appears to have had its own TT - Postal Sector. The remaining
army sectors would most likely have their mail processed by the TTs of the units included in them,
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TZAM (West Macedonia Army Sector) Military PS card from TT960 /3° Téypa 08omoLhv (PS960/3rd
ROAD CONSTRUSTION BATTALION) to Athens, pmk. TAX TOMEYE 960 * 3 Il 41 (operated in Korcé).
Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 960 and with elastic box handstamp texted
EAOTOKPI®@H/CENSORED

The elastic handstamp “EAOI'OKPIOH” (passed censorship) is found only when it comes from a
unit under the direct supervision of the TEAM.



4. ARMY CORPS

) with a previous set of mobilization plans.
That is, prior to the one with which Greece

: _ : ' underwent various changes as regards the
526 D'ARMYCORPS  |KAVALA | specificunits of which they were composed
m| ALEXANDROUPOLI but remained stable in number until the end

A’ ARMY CORPS ATHENS Five Army Corps had been created

A’ ARMY CORPS
Military PS card
from TT825
(PS825) to
Athens, pmk
TAX TOMEYZ
825*22XI140
(VOTONOSI/6km
West of
METSOVO).
Censored at
departure with
the rhomboidal
TA 825.

The rhomboidal
23, refers to the
Athen’s postman

Likewise, a military
postal card from Athens
to TT825 (PS825), with
arrival pmk TAX
TOMEYZX 825 * 201 40;
41 by mistake,
(DERVITSANI/6 km

N/E of Gjirokasteér).
Censored at departure
with twin-circle cachet
AOT'OKPIZIA AGHNQN
164

(ATHENS CENSORSHIP,
censor’s number #164)
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B’ ARMY CORPS. Letter card from TT152/B’ Ktqviatpiké Améonaopa (PS152/2nd Veterinary
Detachment) to FARSALA/THESSALY. Pmk. TAX TOMEYE 152 * 3 IV 41 (PANTELOGIA/5 km S/E of PREMETI).
Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 152.

C’ ARMY CORPS. Postcard of “HELLENIC MOUNTAINEERING ASSOCIATION” from TT212/Taypa
Xwovodpoépwv (PS212/ Ski Battalion) to PIRAEUS, pmk TAX TOMEYE 212 * 30 III 41 (Korgé). Censored
at departure with TA 212. The #12 inside the circle cachet refers to the PIRAEUS postman
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D’ ARMY CORPS. Military postal card from TT526 (PS526). Pmk TAX TOMEYE 526 * 23 11 41,

On February 8, 1941, the Corps was dissolved and its incorporation into the TZAM. (THESSALONIKI).
Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 526

\\ ] (inside the letter)
R oot s : £ ¥
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E’ ARMY CORPS/of ALBANIA. Cover from TT900/SYTKPOTHMA “K”"/Movéda 1139: Awixnon.
(PS900/GROUP ‘K" /Unit 1139: COMMAND), to Athens. Pmk TAX TOMEYE 900 * 12 XII 40 (POPTSISTI/

10km N/W of MOSCOPOLIS). Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 900. Secured with resealing tape
ribbon marked EAOI'OKPI®OH (CENSORED)

The E’ ARMY CORPS until 15.12.40, it was called XYTKPOTHMA “K” (GROUP 'K’)



5. DIVISION UNITS

DIVISIONS ( with the allocated numbers of their postal sectors and the initial Command Posts at

the outbreak of the war )
395 | I INFANTRY DIVISION - LARISSA 901 | XII INFANTRY DIVISION - KOMOTINI
850 | II INFANTRY DIVISION - AGHNA 724 | XUl INFANTRY DIVISION - ALEXANDROUPOLIS
912 | III INFANTRY DIVISION - PATRAS 790 | XIV INFANTRY DIVISION - XANTHI
161 | IV INFANTRY DIVISION - NAFPLION | 518 | XV INFANTRY DIVISION - FLORINA
866 | V INFANTRY DIVISION - CHANIA 490 | XVI INFANTRY DIVISION - LAMIA
415 | VI INFANTRY DIVISION - SERRES 251 | XVII INFANTRY DIVISION - THESSALONIKI
732 | VII INFANTRY DIVISION - DRAMA 693 | XVIII INFANTRY DIVISION - VIRONIA/SERRES
712 | VIIL INFANTRY DIVISION - I0ANNINA | 927 | XIX MECHANIZED INFANTRY DIVISION-ATHENS
520 | IX INFANTRY DIVISION - KASTORIA | 145 | XX INFANTRY DIVISION - SCOPIA/FLORINA
345 | X INFANTRY DIVISION - VERIA B el b b el R L
235 | XI MEPAPXIA MEZIKOY -THESSALONIKI | 972 | CAVALRY DIVISION - THESSALONIKI

To the initially 14 Divisions of the 1939 Mobilization Plan, the additional Divisions were added:

XVII (was formed in early November),

XIX (was formed on 24.1.41),
XX (was formed on 2.2.41).

- ® ® e o @

T

XV (on 4.11.40 was developed into a Division from the partially mobilized IV Brigade),
XVI (on 28.10.40 from the expansion of a corresponding Brigade),

XVIII (was formed on 11.12.40). Received the Postal SectorTT693, initially given to the VI Border Sector

e CAVALRY DIVISION was directly formed from the VI & XVII Divisions

KAAAT-TZH.—M:kziaday 3.
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Tirmatg :

ENIZTONIKON AQEN

7
8 ON, ,
«7:7\?’ _____________________ . I INFANTRY
AT DIVISION/16t
Sy m?'&}gg;:ff_-; INFANTRY BRIGADE
Tmobs temely | Letter card from TT395
(PS395) to Athens,
pmk TAX TOMEYZ
_______ 395*9 V41
(mountain range
_____________________________________________________ TREMPESINA/
ALBANIA). Censored at
departure with TA 395




I INFANTRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT850 (PS850) to Athens. Pmk TAX TOMEYE 850 *
26 1141 (BIG LAMPOVA/ALBANIA). Censored at departure with TA 850. Bears in addition a framed cachet
texted “EAOI'OKPIOH” (CENSORED) with censor’s signature

III INFANTRY DIVISION. Postcard from TT912 /Aéyo AwxBifécewv (PS912/Signal Platoon), to TINOS.
Pmk. TAX TOMEYE 912 * 9 IV 41 (KOURDESI/East of CHIMARAS). Censored at departure with TA 912
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IV INFANTRY DIVISION. Response of a postcard from TT161/80 ZI1 (PS161 /8t Infantry regiment) to
Athens, pmk TAX TOMEYZE 161 * 2 Il 41 (LIMPOCHOVO/12km east of Gjirokastér), Firstly, censored upon
departure with single-circle cachet AOFOKPIZIA AOHNQN * 513 (ATHENS CENSORSHIP, censor #513),
handstamp 19 ®EB 1941 and subsequently upon his return from the unit (sending of a reply) with censor
mark TA 161
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V INFANTRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT866 (PS866) to ATHENS, pmk TAX TOMEYZX 866 * 18 11l 41
(mountain range TREBESINA/ALBANIA). Censored at departure with linear handstamp marked EAOTOKPI®OH
(CENSORED) and censor’s signature



.. dear daddy I will do my

(on back side)

best to knit the scarf as fast as I

can ...
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VI INFANTRY
DIVISION

Hlustrated postcard
from Athens to TT415
(PS415). Upon arrival
pmk TAX TOMEYZ
415%16.1.41
(SIDIROKASTRO).
Censored at departure
with twin-circle cachet
AOTOKPIZIA AGHNQN
131 (ATHENS
CENSORCHIP, censor's
number #131)

On the front of the
postcard ... VICTORS,
we will throw the
Italians into the sea...
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Likewise, a military PS card from TT415 (PS415) to Athens, pmk TAX TOMEYZ 415 * 18 III 41 (PAKOMITI/ 9
km N/W of PREMETI). Censored at departure with TA 415 from censor #4 (in a box) with his signature
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VII INFANTRY DIVISION. Cover from TT732/250 ZN-Abxog mumv (PS'732 /25t Infantry Reglment-
‘Mortar Company) to Athens. Pmk. TAX TOMEYE 732 * 16 Il 41 (TOULOUMPAR/DRAMA). Censored
at departure with the rhomboidal TA 732

Inside the letter, the above censorship note was found, placed by the mlhtary censorship with instructions
for the senders of the Ietters



Likewise, postcard from

TT732/220 Taypa

- (PS32/22r4 Battalion) to

- TINOS (TRIANTAROS

| village), pmk TAX
TOMEYZX 732 * 29 111 41

- (DRAMA). Censored at

- departure with TA 732

Unusual depiction (... of
Western-style
mentality...) for a Greek-
| Italian war postcard!!!
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VIII INFANTRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT712/Téypa Kovitong (PS712/KONITSA Battalion)
to KRESTENA-ILIA region, pmk TAX TOMEYZ 712 * 1 IV 41 (KARDIKI/ALBANIA). Censored at departure
with TA 712

Interesting variation of a circular postmark with the date between lines
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IX INFANTRY DIVISION. Letter card from TT520/32¢ £ (PS520/32nd Infantry Regiment) to PIRAEUS,
pmi TAX TOMEYX 520 * 22 11 41 (OSNATI/POGRADEC-ALBANIA). Censored at departure with TA 520
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ﬂbu%v%’ 2.,/_,“}% ) er | determination born from the war, and with the knowledge
/‘;/L;u A é‘y ¢ Gusd Bivig,, thatthe only remaining choice is death or victory....
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Likewise, patriotic postcard from Athens to TT520/27¢ Ll-Adyog Xiovodpopwv (PS520/27% Infantry Regiment-
Mountain Ski Company), on 10 3.41 on the back of the postcard, (PRENISTA/ARTA). Censored with faint single-
circle handstamp of Athens civil censorship.

Recipient Hieropaid (Holy) Eleftherios
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(in front 50%)

X INFANTRY DIVISION (GROUP “K"). Picture postcard (Traditional Albanian Costume), spoil of war in Albania
from TT345 (PS345) to Athens, pmk TAX TOMEYE 345 * 15 XII 40 (GRAMPOVA, N/W of MOSCHOPOLIS).

Censored at departure with the TA 345 and censor’s signature

The “10th INFANTRY DIVISION” was organically part of the E’XX (E’ Army Corps) until March 5, 1941, which
until December 15, 1940, was called £YTKPOTHMA “K” (GROUP 'K )
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Internal letter from TT345,
with the logo of the
Thessaloniki Ladies'
Association “Soldier's Sweater
Association”, stationery
provided to soldiers for their
correspondence.
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X1 INFANTRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT235/500 Sovraypa Nelicod (PS235/50 Infantry
Regiment) to THESSALONIKI. Pmk TAX TOMEYZ 235 * 14141 (KLEISOURA). Censored at departure with

the TA 235
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XII INFANTRY DIVISION /TSKM. Military PS card from TT901/MovéSa 1140 (PS901/1140 Unit) posted on

12.3.41 (on the back), (SOFOULAR/16 km N/E of KOZANI), to Athens Pmk TAX TOMEYX (Illegible postmark).
Censored at departure with the rhomboidal TA 901

The assignment of the XII INFANTRY DIVISION to the TSKM was made on March 6, 1941, from Thrace; until
then it was called /TRACE



XIII INFANTRY DIVISION. Postcard from TT?7 24/X1l Andonaopa Empeinreiag (PS724/XIII Logistics
Excerpt) to SAMOS, Pmk TAX. TOMEYZE 724 * 12 Il 41 (GRAMPOVITSA, village in the region of Korgé)..
Censored at departure with the TA 724

AEATAPIO

XIV INFANTRY DIVISION. Letter card from TT790/Atotknotg Myavikod (PS790/ Engineering
Command) to PIRAEUS. Pmk TAX. TOMEYE 790 * 25 11l 41 (SIDIROKASTRO/SERRES).
Censored at departure with the TA 790
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XV INFANTRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT518/28° Zvraypa (PS518/28t Infantry Regiment)
to Athens. Pmk TAX. TOMEYZX 518 * 18 11 41 (Spii Bekiares/Albania). Censored at departure with TA 518
Variation of the circular stamp with an inverted date band
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XVI INFANTRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT490/XVI Ktnviatpikév Atésnacpa (PS490/XV1
Veterinary Detachment) to Athens. Pmk TAX. TOMEYX 490 *?77?? (17.1.41 on the back), (SCOPIA/6 km south
of FLORINA). Censored at departure with TA490. The single-circle cachet with #14 refers to the postman
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XVII INFANTRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT251/XVII Opdg Avayvwpioewg (PS251/XVII
Reconnaissance Unit (The incorrect designation on the unit's official handstamp with the royal crest, occasionally
found corrected by hand), to LARISSA. Pmk. TAX. TOMEYZ 251 * 5141 (ZEMBLAK/10 km N/W. of Korgé).
Censored at departure with TA 251 and additionally from the sender, Officer VARIKOPOULOS Th., with a
handwritten censorship note stating “Censored by the Commander” and signature,

(see prisoners of war below)
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XVIII INFANTRY DIVISION / SERVICE FROM THE TT (PS) Branch. Military PS card from TT693 /77 IEAINH
ITYPOBOAAPXIA (PS693/7t FIELD ARTILLERY BATTERY), to Athens. Pmk TAX. TOMEYX 693 * 3 Il 41

(Defensive positions along the Struma). Censored at departure with TA 6934, censor #1 (on the box)
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XIX MECHANIZED INFANTRY DIVISION. Cover from TT927/192° Evvraypa (PS927/192nd Infantry
Regiment) to Athens, pmk. TAX. TOMEYZ 927 * 17 Il 41 (KATERINI/KITROS village). Censored at departure
with the TA 927 and censor’s signature. The #40 inside circle refers to the Athen’s postman
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XX INFANTRY DIVISION. Letter card from TT145/35¢ Zovtaypa (PS145/35% Infantry Regiment) to
Athens. Pmk TAX. TOMEYZX 145 * 28 11 41 (Arnisca/EDESSA). Censored at departure with the TA 145



GROUP OF INFANTRY DIVISIONS / TSAM. Military PS card from TT294/1° Aéxog (PS294/1st
COMPANY) to THESSALONIKI, backstamped with faint postmark TAX. TOMEYE on 10.11.40 (written
on the back from the sender). Censored at departure with the TA 294

CAVALRY DIVISION. Military PS card from TT972/ 3¢ Z¥vtaypa Irtmucot (PS972/3 CAVALRY
'Regiment) to Athens Pmk TAX. TOMEYZ 972 * 16 11l 41 (ZEMBLAK/10 km N,’W ofxon;e) Censored at
~ departure with the TA 972




GARRISON HEADQUARTERS

Mobilization plan 1939b, along with the ministerial decision of 13.10.1939, provided for twelve secure
locations with assigned GARRISON HEADQUARTERS. Additional ones were created during the war.
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Cover from TT152B
(Branch of PS152, which,
| however, did not have its
own postal office). Cachet
“®@POYPAPXEIO
I'PEBENQN" (GREVENA
GARISSON) dated on 24 XI
40 (handstamp) and pmk
“TAX. TOMEYZ 152 *

27 XI140” (in front side).
Handwritten indication
“gAoyokpiBn” (censored)
with censor’s signature
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Military PS card from the 2nd Horse Riding Center of ARGOS ORESTIKON (in KASTORIA), to Athens via
civilian post, pmk. “APTOZ OPEZTIKOY * 26 111 41”. Bears official cachet, with a central crest marked
“@POYPAPXEION APTOYZ OPEXTIKOY” (ARGOS ORESTIKON GARISSON) and linear handstamp

“EAOT'OKPIOH" (CENSORED) with censor’s signature.

The mobile units for the requisition of animals, conducted requisitions in an effort to supply the
campaigning army with cattle for equestrian units and transport.
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within the letter:
Kosmas, Marinos, and Yannis, were
running joyfully to Thessaloniki to
enlist to the army...

2nd day of war
(29.10.40)
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Cover with enclosed letter from Athens to a student of the Syros Reserve Officers School “EEAX”, canc.
"AGHNAI ATIOZTOAH * 29 X 40", 2nd DAY OF WAR. Arrival pmk “CYPOZ A®IZIE 2 XI 40” (on the back).
Censored with a 3-circle cachet marked “®POYPAPXEION LYPOY” (GARRISON HEADQUARTER OF SYROS).
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.. the boys,

Military PS card from
Corinth Training
Center to a politician
in Naxos, pmk.
“KOPINOOL *

13 MAP 41",
Censored with a
3-circle “AOTOKPIZIA
KOPINGOY”
(KORINTH
CENSORSHIP). Bears
official cachet marked
“@POYPAPXEION
KOPINGOY”
(KORINTH GARRISON
HEADQUARTER)



BRITISH TROOPS IN GREECE

They first landed at Souda on 31 October 1940 and on mainland Greece in January and March of 1941
(named “W FORCE" ). Their mail was commonly routed through BAPO 4 (BASE ARMY POST OFFICE 4)
in Cairo . According to E. B. Proud, two of the F. P. O.s (Field Post Offices) given to the British forces, were
#192 and #193

#.9.0. 193 FuisO, 192

“HISTORY OF BRITISH
ARMY POSTAL
SERVICE VOL 11"

GREECE CRETE by E. B. PROUP

18.11,40 = (10.4.41) Suda Bay (20.11.40) - (3.2.41)

Military postage-free
cover from Greece,
pmk. “FIELD POST
OFFICE 193 * 28 JAN
41", to S. AFRICA.,

Censored in KAIRO by
a unit of BAPO 4
(BASE ARMY POST
OFFICE), hand
stamped with 3-ring
light blue handstamp
marked “PASSED BY
UNIT CENSOR” in
outer belt and a ‘4’ in
the center

Cover from a British
. soldier in Greece,
§ pmk “FIELD POST
'OFFICE 192 *20
FE 41,” to EGYPT

Censored upon =
arrival and hand
stamped with a
double frame violet
handstamp marked
“PASSED BY UNIT
CENSOR” in outer
beltand a ‘146’ in
the center




HOSPITALS

The mobilization plan also provided for the maintenance of the 27 existing military hospitals in cities and
towns of Greece. Over the course of the war, an additional 50 hospitals and 46 operating theaters were put into
use, with a total capacity of 30,000 beds. Postal items originating from these, usually included the hospital name
as part of the cancellation.
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——& Postcard from

40 XTPATIQTIKO
NOXOKOMEIO AGHNQN
(4th ATHENS MILITARY
HOSPITAL - was the
IPOKRATION hospital), on
14141 to PIRAEUS, Bears a
red 3-circle cachet
“HELLENIC RED CROSS -
PATIENT AND WOUNDED
SOLDIER ENTERTAINMENT
Dept”

The contribution of the
Greek Red Cross was not

¢ o : limited to supporting the
r e 1 ey § medical service but also
| | extended to the
da vl entertainment of the
¢ _ hospitalized patients
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Postcard from ATHENS to FIELD HOSPITAL of the HELLENIC RED CROSS in AGRINIO which was under the
EPIRUS BASE, on 2.2.41 (back). Censored upon departure with twin-circle handstamp “AOT'OKPIZIA AOHNQN *
EAOT'OKPI®H 148" (ATHENS CENSORSHIP/CENSORED, sensor’s number #148)

The Greek Red Cross had Jfor the medical needs of the Army 2 field surgical units, 1 Evacuation Hospital, its
hospital in Athens, and its unit in Thessaloniki
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L Cover from the 1° ETP.
NOZOKOMEIO AAPIZAZX
(1= HOSPITAL-LARISSA) to
Athens (faint date)
It was under the “2nd
Higher Military
Command”
Censored in LARISSA with
the 3-circle misspelled
handstamp “AOTOKPHZIA
AAPIZHE" ( H instead of I)
and sensor's number #9
The 45 refers to Athen’s

postman
. " £ . . j Loy . . 3
ol e f‘"""* L B
Letter card from Athens to V3 w_;};w ;r
- : B:V'f“v'
STPATIQTIKO - ’ZZJ
NOZOKOMEIO THNOY < 7oay néz'xwx
'TINOS MILITARY S C O
HOSPITAL) on 4.4.41 A
f:_.:urm upon departure )
th single-circle
handst @amp ‘AOTOKPIZIA i
AOHNON" (ATHENS >
CENSORCHIP) and
censor’s number #318 _
£
S (back]) part of the cover 100%
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Cover from 6° ETPATIQTIKO
NOZOKOMEIO AOYTPAKIOY
(6th MILITARY HOSPITAL-
LOUTRAKI), pmk
“AOYTPAKION * 28 AEK 40",

Censored in LOUTRAKI with red
linear handstamp texted
“EAOT'OKPI@H"” CENSORED
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Postcard from the 15° ZTPATQTIKO NOXOKOMEIO AGHNQN (15t MILITARY HOSPITAL OF ATHENS)
(cachet with a central crest) to TINOS on 15.4.41 (back). Censored upon departure with 3-circle cachet
“AOTOKPIZIA AOHNQON * EAOTOKPIOH 24" (ATHENS CENSORSHIP/CENSORED, sensor’s number #24)
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Military PS card from ZETPATQTIKO NOXOKOMEIO APAMAX (DRAMA MILITARY HOSPITAL) via civilian
post, pmk “APAMA AITOZTOAH * 22 111 41", to Athens. Censored upon departure with twin-circle handstamp
texted “YITHPEZIA AOT'OKPIZIAZ APAMAY” (DRAMA CENSORSHIP Dept)

This hospital was under the command of the “4th Higher Military Command”
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Cover from Athens to
TT652 (PS 652/2nd
Regulatory Center), for

21 NOXOKOMEIO
AIAKOMIAHZ (S1
Evacuation Hospital), in
FLORINA. Pmk “A@HNA *
20 1141",

Censored in Athens from
censor “E 143" and
secured with resealing
tape marked “EAAHNIKH
AOTOKPIZIA”
(HELLENIC CENSORSHIP)

Cover from £2 NOZOKOMEIO
AIAKOMIAHZE (S2 Evacuation
Hospital), to Athens. Bears the
official cachet of the hospital.
Hand stamped with linear
“EAOTOKPI®H” (CENSORED),
and censor’s signature

The “S2 Evacuation Hospital”
operated from 15.12.40 to 9.3.41
in AMYNTAION and later was

N
- “\'
e o

."

“1IdN0J0V  HXINHVV3

=
-zupu J}-&.w E90s tFreer L £ L vy ool ful

<o B, ttipor fasipo fepré

EH!ZTOMKON AE!\THPIOH HTEJ\EZ

Ll

MEYEYNIIT AROITOAER}

G ﬁ:@w/zf'«zfamf
ﬁ%ﬁg’f%ﬂ &

BaBuog ‘%@“‘V’

IEnﬁvupov____%W%fﬁ}Z ........... :

Botas a0 il Gidboft o posian. ;
[k vevs z-eﬁofﬂayvﬁyﬂaﬂdiaf ve %m%ﬁuf;%%m m FE

~ "Ovopa /gﬂmyﬂa/?faf@‘éﬁf Iposous

YR

\a’

> ol

"EvBetélg Movdﬁoq___‘,méy_m@wéﬁgﬂ,

[llustrated postcard
from PIRAEUS to

TT 197 (PS197/
(Advanced Detachment
of the General
Headquarters) to the

Y3 NOZOKOMEIO
AIAKOMIAHE (S3

Evacuation Hospital at
I0ANNINA), on 20.3.41

Censored in PIRAEUS
with box seal “66-E”
(censor’s number)



This hospital was subordinate to the
3rd HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND

Cover of a soldier at KAMENA VOURLA MILITARY HOSPITAL to ATHENS, pmk. “ATAAANTH * 17 MAP 41" and 3-
circle cachet with a central crest “STPATIQTIKON NOZOMEION * KAMMENA BOYPAA” (KAMENA VOURLA *

MILITARY HOSPITAL). Censored with 2line linear handstamp “YITHPEZIA AOTOKPIZIAE / ATAAANTHE”
(ATALANTI CENSORSHIP Dept) '

(on the b"‘ of e card) ... we are in the KILKIS hospital

due to frostbite. We are deeply
saddened that we have been
separated from our beloved
comrades, and especially from
our dear lieutenant ...

Military PS card of KILKIS MILITARY HOSPITAL, via civilian office pmk, “KIAKIZ * 14 I1 41” to a unit of TT724
(PS724-XI1I Infantry Division). Censored upon departure with 3-circle (with a central crest ) cachet “AOI'OKPIZIA *
KIAKIZ 10" (KILKIS CENSORCHIP, censor’s number #10). Also bears the official cachet “STPAT. NO)MEION KIAKIZ *
ZTPAT. AAAHAOTPA®IA” (KILKIS MILITARY HOSPITAL * MILITARY CORRESPONDENCE).

Was subordinate to the 3rd HIGHER MILITARY COMMAND




Military PS card from TT712 (PS712-VIII Infantry Division), to a unit nurse of TT327 (PS327-3r Higher

Military Command) on 9 XII 40 (back) which, however, had been transferred to “STPATQTIKO

NOZOKOMEIO KOPYTZAX " (Military Hospital of Kor¢é), belonged to a unit of PS212 (C’ARMY CORPS]

Censored upon departure with rhomboidal TA 712 :
Temporary military hospital of Korcé was under the GENERAL STAFF

(on the back “CENSORSHIP * TRIPOLIS 5”)

Postcard from ETPATIQTIKO NOZOKOMEIO TPINOAEQE (TRIPOLIS MILITARY HOSPITAL) via
civilian post, pmk. TPITIOAIZ * 27 11 41, to ATHENS. Censored upon departure with faint twin-circle
handstamp “AOT'OKPIZIA * TPITIOAEQE 5” (TRIPOLIS CENSORSHIP, sensor’s number #5). Bears also
3-circle (with a central crest) cachet “ETPATIQTIKON NOZOKOMEION TPIITOAEQE”,
This hospital was established on 6-2- 41




f’;!-“z'e A2

tte:'/e!JIQJ.__S ﬂf %«{/ o AP
=5y 17 /o er /&Bz’;a?

--"r-’az }’(/

Z 2 ng',f aﬁzrf {

7

/. kY
.-u-I
<

%;/() o F £ S

Cover from an injured person in the 274 Branch of the Military Hospital ETPATIQTIKOY NOZOKOMEIOY
NAYTIAIOY (NAUPLION MILITARY HOSPITAL) to CORINTH. Canc. NAYTIAION ATTOZTOAH * 21 111 41. Bears
the official 3-circle (with a central crest) cachet “STPATIQTIKON NOZOMEION * NAYIAIOY”. Censored
upon departure with single-circle handstamp “AOT'OKPIZIA / NAYIIAIOY” (NAUPLION / CENSORSHIP)
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Postcard from PIRAEUS to a doctor of the 12t Medical Platoon in VOLOS on 26/3/41 (on the back). The
postcard is being forwarded to the “IIAQTO NOZOKOMEIO ITOAIKOX” FLOATING HOSPITAL POLIKOS
in Piraeus. Censored upon departure with a box handstamp of a Piraeus censor with number #114-E.

The Floating Hospital 'Polikos’ originated from the requisitioned passenger ship 'Polikos', which had a
capacity of 870 tons and accommodated 200 beds. On April 23, 1941, at the port of Corinth, it was
attacked by a squadron of German aircraft, but it did not sink. However, it did not avoid sinking two
days later, at the port of Poros, when it was again bombarded by German aircraft and was sunk



NAVAL POST OFFICES

NAVAL POSTAL SECTORS (NPS)-

AA®A (ALPHA) | ATHENS For the handling of mail, the Royal Hellenic Navy
BHTA (BETA) CHALKIDA created 4 postal sectors, like those of the Army, in an equal
number of cities (1 for the Ministry of Naval Affairs in
'AMA (GAMA) THESSALONIKI Athens and 3 for major ports), that had a "letter" instead of
a number. The offices were equipped with single-circle
AEATA (DELTA) PATRA handstamps, bearing the inscription “NAYTIKOX TAX.

TOMEYZ” (Naval Postal Sector) and the letter of the
office. As was the case for the army, the Navy also censored the mail of its enlisted men.

Naval units and services usually had circular but also rectangular handstamps, bearing the “NAYTIKH
MONAZX" (Naval Unit - NU) inscription and the unit's code number, usually for censorship control. The types of
handstamps used by the units, as well as their exact locations, are not all known, as records from this period
are quite scarce and the Navy's archives have been destroyed.

Samples of naval mail from various naval units are shown below:

EONIKH OPTANQZIZ NEOAAIAZ (E{ﬁi)
YTHPEZIA AMHAETTYHE METATIOY (KYAM)

’AnooTohel 3% /ué g :

Aieliduvaic

3 2 gs/ZJKQJ p&,_ww o e

- ;
250 N
ZHTO H EAAAE N
ZHTQ O BAZIAEYS ZHTQ TO EONOE
ZHTO O APXHIOS ZHTQ O STPATOE

ZHTOQ H E.O.N,

EON (National Youth Organization) postcard from unit 4000 (green cancellation with coat of arms) of TT 850
(PS850), pmk “TAX TOMEYZX 850 * 7 1 41", to Naval Unit 525 (belonged to the armored cruiser AVEROF).
Censored upon departure with rhomboidal TA 850. This mail item was handled with Naval Postal Sector
BETA, pmk. NAYTIKOZ TAX TOMEYZ BHTA * 111 41. Additionally, it bears a red 2-line handstamp used by
that Naval Postal Sector for forwarding on to other naval units, in this case the component N.T.I'. 3 (Naval Post
Office 3) of the Naval Postal Sector - most likely ALPHA (not explicitly specified), which was given to the
cruiser AVEROF.

th, “Naval Post Offices (NP0O)" were components of "Naval Postal Sectors (NPS) "and carried a
distinguishing number.



Official postal card of Royal Navy from NAYTIKH MONAZX 173 (Naval Unit 173, belonged to the Ministry of
Marine), to KALAMPAKA. Handled from “NAYTIKOZX TAX. TOMEAZX - AA®A * 28 XII 40” (ALPHA Naval
Postal Sector)

Cover from CHANIA, pmk. “XANIA ATTOETOAH * 17 I1 41”, to “NAYTIKH MONAE 851” (NU 851- R39
Machine Gun Squad). Handled from NAYTIKOX TAX. TOMEYZX - TAMA * 9 111 41 (GAMA Naval Postal
Sector)
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A letter card, a
postcard and a Avas

postal card, all
with the official 3-
‘ircle handstamps
of naval units
‘with anchor-
crown) and linear
handstamps
CENSORED with
Censor's signature

NAYTIKH MONAZ
495 (NU495)
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Office 52
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Military postal card of Defensive Area Command D of KAVALLA to Athens poste restante, via civilian post.
Pmk. “"KABAAAA ATIOZTOAH * 4 IV 41", Bears 3-circle handstamp “AIOIKHEIE AMYNTIKHE NNEPIOXHE"
(Administration of Defensive Area Command) with a central crest, Censored upon departure with a box
handstamp EAOTOKPI®H (CENSORED) and censor’s number #1 (in a box)

In May 1940, the country was divided into 8 Defensive Area Commands (AAIl) (A, B, C, D, E were under
the corresponding Army Corps, H was under the VIII Division, and @ & I were under the Naval Defensive
Area #4 in CHALKIDA & #1 in PATRAS, respectively).
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Military postal card from “YELZA®" (Anti-Aircraft Defense of the Rear) of KAVALLA, to Athens on
12-3-41 (back), via civilian post of KAVALLA. Censored upon departure with single-line framed handstamp
marked “EAOT'OKPIOH” (CENSORED) and censor’s number #1 (in a box)

The Anti-Aircraft Defense of the rear was assigned to the Navy. It thus developed an extensive system of
observation posts throughout the country (a total of 595 monitoring stations), aimed at providing early
warning in case of enemy aircraft. The system was called YEZA@ (Anti-Aircraft Defense of the Rear), and it
was under the command of the AAIl commanders. Its central section was housed in an underground
shelter in Lycabettus
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| Letter card from PS212

[ (C ARMY CORPS), pmk
TAX. TOMEYZ 212 *25 1
41 to NAVAL UNIT 525.
Censored upon departure
with TA 212 and on

G 5,

‘-\

|
W

arrival with pmk
“NAYTIKOZ TAX.

'Anomo?\af)q}\ﬁ

TOMEYZX AEATA” (DELTA
NAVAL POSTAL SECTOR)

: C'_'Qf.'xQ....ﬂuﬁt&d;..._“._.,

(back)

Cover pmk. TAX. TOMEYZ 850 *14 11 41
to Naval Unit 525. Censored in PS850

12t TA850. Also upon arrival with
pmk NAYTIKOZ TAX. TOMEYX BHTA *
281141 (BETA NAVAL POSTAL
SECTOR). With the additional red 2-line
handstamp was forwarded to the
ALPHA NAVAL POSTAL SECTOR.

¢ J 'L N VILIdAO0IO0V
¥IZId)0J0V H)INHVV3

{back)

%O_IUV HMINH

Cover from ATHENS pmk. AGHNA
AEBIAOY 8 * 21141, to NM652/NTT 30
(NU 652 of NPO 30). Censored upon
departure with “AOTOKPIZIA AGHNQN"
#116 (ATHENS CENSORSHIP #116) and
marked resealing tape with “EAAHNIKH
AOTOKPIZIA” (HELLENIC CENSORSHIP).
Upon arrival, pmk NAYTIKOX TAX.
TOMEYZX BHTA * 3 11 41 (BETA NPS) and
censored with a 2nd resealing tape marked
N.T.I'. 3 (Naval Post Office 3)



Postcard from Naval unit of
“NAYTIKOX TAX, TOMEYX
AADA * 13 XII 40" (ALPHA
NAVAL POSTAL SECTOR), to
NM 213 (Naval Unit 213).

= CEAANAZE g
ETTIZTOAIKON AEATAPION

AlA I?___E;QTEPEKG ?95
*Enl 1ijc mheup tftx TPG\YF&‘PHM pévo@‘ 1‘] cr&;

Was routed through

3l : 243 | :
L I i T - NAYTIKOX TAX. TOMEYZ
'T',Z»'; BHTA * 23 XII 40 (BETA
.Q RT tpl ey 9 (,.;,_(( 7 ,‘JM' NPS), where it was censored
X ' s ' with boxed 2-line linear
Voo e eor R e e handstamp “AOTOKPIZIA
NAYT. MON. 213"
1 nh . 2 ] R = M.A.LL_M.[._ﬂ  §  (CENSORSHIP Naval Unit
R i S 5 EAOTOKPIOH F : 213). It also bears a 21 box

£

; cachet “EAOTOKPIOH THN

§ 23 AEK 1940” (CENSORED
on December 23, 1940)

INGTEHIE EYAYATATA O

- - TOY EONIKOY ZTOAOY
Pd‘«k’: s AEKEMBPIOY 1940

XL/ I 01718 sl
X 7 1erapTON aPAX. 10O AEKA

<
:. TA KEPAH BA TTAHPASOZ| MEXPI THEZ 1 ATIPIAIOY 1941
9 ETTi TH TIPOZATQrH TOY TTAPONTOEZ TPAMMATIOY

o tohivnas 7. 23 Mbeior 1940

O AIEYBYNTHE

Lottery for the
National Fleet, ticket

O YTIOYPIOI TON OIKONOMIKON

Postcard from NM 246
(NU246), pmk “NAYTIKOZ
TAX. TOMEYZ BHTA * 28 11
41" (BETA NPS), to Athens.

BAZIAEION THEI EAAAAQE

Upon departure hand
stamped with the official
cachet “NAYTIKH MONAZ
*246" (NU246) and censored
with a box cachet marked
“EAOTOKPIOH” (CENSORED)

The circled 35 refers to
Athen’s postman




Envelope from a sailor of
NM252 (NU252), addressed to
ATHENS. Posted via NAYTIKOX
TAX. TOMEYX TAMA * 24141
(GAMA Naval Postal Sector)

Hand stamped upon departure
with a red 3-circle handstamp
‘NAYTIKH MONAZX *252"
(Naval Unit 252) with a central
crest and censored with a red
linear handstamp, marked
“EAOTI'OKPIOH” (CENSORED)
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(back)

5:}&5 90-4.1%

Patriotic postcard from the
Chief of the Volos Police
Station, pmk. VOLOS * 28 11
41, addressed to NM703
(NU703), of the Air Defense
Dept of YEXZA®. Censored
upon departure with 3-
circle cachet CENSORSHIP
OF VOLOS (with a central
crest) and censor’s number
#11 (elastic handstamp)

\oack)

22341

Postcard from i : “m % L’
NM334 (NU334)
to PAROS.

Censored upon
departure, with
the official
3-circle cachet
“AOTOKPIZIA
N.T.I.3 *B.N.”
(SENSORSHIP
NPO 3 * ROYAL
NAVY) and
censor signature

ETTIIZTOAIKON AEATA&F‘

Jf\'?-m"! M'IOETOAEYL




The signature of submarine commander Miltiadis latridis, found on the letter

e
|

L
Cover with enclosed letter from the famous Submarine PAPANIKOLIS posted from Athens, from the submarine
captain, on 9 FEB 41 (cancellation) to the Aide-de-camp to the King Captain |. SOLIOTIS. Censored!!!! at the civilian

post, cachet “AOTOKPIZIA AOHNQN-EAOTOKPIOH 144" (ATHENS CENSORSHIP-CENSORED, censor #144)
T'he Submarine "PAPANIKOLIS”, famous for its action during the Greco-Italian War, was built along
with the "KATSONIS" in France in 1927 and had the most intense and methodical naval action

in the fight against the Axis Mm Hf' ‘f’ q’j I

BRSNS S o et

EMZTOAKON AEATAPION (back)

Postcard from
NM 245

n%o‘}!ga[poﬁwus 4. 41 to TINOS
e Zrparnumtirots
=4 ity S

Upon arrival
hand stamped
with red
“NAYTIKH
MONAZ 245"
RN (NU245)

'\-\ | Censored with

ﬂzwiamfa)!(w&y) ; ""f" ﬂ}.’. ______ ﬁi I N i e ) red linear

/VM um ,,Mn: Y. . handstamp
...... 49 - Ak ‘O‘ “EAOTOKPIOH”
nyoey (CENSORED)

T J' with censor’s
] 4 signature
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AVIATION UNITS

Air units did not have their own post offices. They were instead, served by the post offices of other military
units, The unit indication was either handwritten or hand stamped. Censorship was done by the army or the
nearest civilian censorship offices,

R EAARMIREE

EMIZTOAIKON A MAP q
AIA TO EIQTE IH&JN '

L

Postcard from a Captain of AEPOIIOPIKH BAZIZ AAPIZAX (LARISSA AIR BASE), via civilian post office, pmk

“AAPIZA ATTOZTOAH * 29 XI 40", to KIFISSIA. Censored upon departure with a blue 3-circle handstamp
AOTOKPIZIA AAPIZHZ" (LARISSA CENSORSHIP) and censor’s signature. Arrival pmk “KH®IZZIA 2 AEK 40"

Cover pmk "AEPOAPOMION
ZEAEX OEZ/NIKHZ * 18 11
41" (SEDES AIRPORT) to
LARISSA. Bears a red
administrative 3-circle
handstamp with a central
crest “AEPOITIOPIKH
BAZIZX ZEAEY” (SEDES
AIR BASE). On censorship

/{ ’ “ y the cover secured with
SOV 6/ A ?{ . printed tape, marked
o rvees “EAAHNIKH AOTOKPIZIA”
% (Hellenic censorship)

The Sedes Airportis a

7 military airport in Thermi
/ 6 a ! THESSALONIKI. The airport
o ' : began operations during the

. Balkan Wars, and its postal
- office on December 25, 1933

|

EAAHNIKH AOIOKPIZIA

s
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TRANSFER OF GREEK PILOTS IN HABBANIYA (IRAQ)

During the Greco-Italian War, 20 Greek pilots were transferred to a British Royal Air Force School (January
1941) in Habbaniya, (Iraq) for training in advance war tactics. Two months later, a second group of 16 pilots
followed.

When Greece was occupied by the Germans in April 1941, the Greek pilots were transferred in Palestine, where
they established the first Hellenic Fighter Squadron, which went on to achieve remarkable success.

Letter from a Greek pilot on 15.2.41, of the Special Flying Training School-SFTS (F/0 of the Greek R.A.F. ‘No.4
SFTS, Habbaniya, Iraq). Addressed to his mother in Greek, even though the delivery of letters in Greek was very
slow due to censorship in Cairo. He mentions that he also sent another letter to a relative in English in orciel for it
to arrive faster, but it never did (apparently kept by British Censorship service).

For this reason, the censor in Athens (E 70] with handwritten note says “No other letter was found besides the
present one". :

\
ko



ANNEXATION OF NORTHERN EPIRUS

The Greek counterattack into southern Albania captured KORYTSA on November 22, DELVINO on
December 3, AGIOI SARANTA on December 6, and ARGYROKASTRO on December 8. In the territories of
Northern Epirus, Greek post offices operated and postal correspondence in those areas made use of Greek
stamps overprinted "EAAHNIKH AIOIKHEIZ" (HELLENIC ADMINISTRATION).

(in front 30%)

POLITICAL POST OFFICE
OF KORCE

1st Day of Operation
Coverto TT 461 (PS 461
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS.
via THESSALONIKI.
Canc. “KOPYTZA * 25 XII
40", and censor’s marking
“EAAHNIKH AOTOKPIZIA
KOPYTZAZL" (Hellenic
Censorship of Korgé) and
censor's signature. Arrival
pmk @EZZAAONIKH * 25
XI1 40

The stamps have not yet

been overprinted

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ TR R R S /*‘“ .--n __/h“\ ‘_ﬁ: POST OFFICE OF
Sy cmocTé)\)\cov ZTpoe! cafo T.T. 10 \p/ \‘1 MILITARY KORCE.
£ mgﬂqougppa Rieq }qpﬁaa Aok "”'ﬁ?‘? Hﬁ\]. g0 s
o mmg @appausurmng Biopnyaviog e r, 1 the Oglg';‘fggaeh’&
LEISIKA BIA TAV ENOXAY TOU XEIPBVOL, ik a Bt
' N Xﬁ XEH ] Ay '} AIIOXTOAH *
DAABAA |(_|OtbO'Tt/\>\IE(; ‘ApuydaAitidec-Tpinnn. 28141"to
[Meog dadmoguyfy zod Svoygepodg THY YooyapLopdv) i
SOPOYPAPXEIO
P 1 N A A Pvikn 'Ahoigh: A ouvayi kal kpuohodynpa KOPYTEAL
MONAAAiokia: Enl névoy ndcﬂ"@sep'frcjemg. (Garrison of Korgé).
e YTAAAokia: Tovmnuov-&@apmriuov. Also pmk
“l “KOPYTZA*4 11
S ¢ATEY @YINE |ZE \@ 41" (back) and
BaBuode 1leeclcwlnv : B “AOTOKPIZIA
Ovoumsnwvupov T2 exgpace™ q"’"’?‘ 351 FVMG? it Eﬂﬁ?N e
Movacg ... Q e -V C qe XQCW Censorship,
= Koeu e i censor’s number
#248)
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(in front 50%)

Ha {p‘&; PN

CIVILIAN POST
OFFICE OF KORCE
Cover to ATHENS,
addressed to “the
secretary to the
President of the
Government”

Canc. “"KOPYTZA *
9141", Twin-circle
censor's marking
"AOTI'OKPIZIA
KOPYTZAZ ~
EAOT'OKPI®GH 1"
(KORCE CENSORSHIP-
CENSORED 1). Arrival
pmk “YIIOYPTEION
EZQTEPIKON *

17 141" (Ministry of
Foreign Affairs)

MILITARY POST OFFICE

OF KORCE

Cover from

B’ XEIPOYPT'EION E.E.X.
KOPYTZAZX" (2nd Sickward of
the Hellenic Red Cross) to
PS490. Pmk “KOPYTZA *

26 141", twin-circle censor’s
marking “AOTI'OKPIZIA
KOPYTZAZXZ EAOT'OKPIGH ?”
(KORGE CENSORSHIP-
CENSORED 7). Arrival pmk
“DAQPINA * 17 141"
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CIVILIAN POST OFFICE OF ARGYROKASTRON. Postcard from ARGYROKASTRON to ATHENS. Canc.
“APTYPOKAZTPO * 14 11 41" and 3-circle censor’s marking “A)ZIZ XQP)KHE APTYPOKAXTPOY *
YIHPEZIA AOrOKPIZIAL" (Gendarmerie of Gjirokastér - Censorship Dept).

The total value of the postage exceeds the required amount, but as the sender states on the reverse, he is
sending them (along with other stamps on the reverse side) for the collection of his recipient friend!
Even in wartime, philately survives...!
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CIVILIAN POST OFFICE OF AGIOI SARANTA. Cover from AGIOI SARANTA to FALIRO, canc. “AT10I
ZAPANTA * 16 111 41”. Censored upon departure with boxed violet censor’s marking “AOI'OKPIZIA *
AT.ZAPANTA" (CENSORSHIP of AGIOI SARANTA). Stamps are overprinted with “EAAHNIKH AIOIKHEZIZ”
(HELLENIC ADMINISTRATION). Arrival pmk “ITAAAION ®AAHPON * 20 I1I 41"



{in front 60%)

CIVILIAN POST OFFICE OF DELVINON. Cover from DELVINON to ATHENS, pmk “AEABINON * 14 11 41”
On the back, linear handstamp “AOT'OKPIZIA AEABINOY” (DELVINON CENSORSHIP) with censor’s signature.
The postage, overprinted with HELLENIC ADMINISTRATION, exceed the required amount; it was evidently
placed for patriotic or philatelic reasons. Most probably philatelic correspondence

First day of operation of the DELVINON postal office.

Many officers and soldiers acquired the overprinted stamps as a memento of the “victorious campaign”



SPOILS OF WAR

The occupation of the territories of Northern Epirus yielded, among other spoils, Italian military postcards that
were used by the Greek army with the Italian text deleted (or not) and replaced with "EAAHNIKOZ ETPATOZX"

(Hellenic Army).
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Italian Bersaglieri (elite infantry unit
with high mobility, founded in 1836)
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Picture postcard (Italian
Bersaglieri in Albania)
from TT850 (PS850_I1
INFANTRY DIVISION) to
ATHENS, pmk TAX
TOMEYZX 850 *?141
(defensive positions at Hill
1285, S/W of Kleisoura)
Censored at departure with
rhomboidal “TA 850"

Picture postcard (Albanian
costumes) from TT712
(PS712-VIII Infantry Division)
to ATHENS, pmk ‘TAX
TOMEYZX 712 * ? XII 40"

(in ARGIROCHORI village,
20km N/E of Gjirokastér)
Censored at departure with
rhomboidal “TA 712"

It bears an unnecessary
charity tax stamp of 50 lepta,
marked with GREEK
ADMINISTRATION (just to
emphasize the annexation of
Epirus)



Italian Alpini (the oldest active mountain
warfare unit in the world, founded in 1872, for

operations in rugged and mountainous terrain)
(55%)
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(S/W of Kleisoura-Albania).
Censored at departure with
“EA/®H” (CENSORED). | R
Additionally, it bears the official
handstamp of the Regiment.

20 Aoy 7 /JI/;-?‘_F
3-/54/44.2// ""f)’o

1630 - XVAI STER. BALUL NORERE £ A2tErTi=piala




PRISONER OF WAR CAMPS

At the start of the war, each side detained people deemed to be a security risks - i.e. - likely to engage in
espionage activities on behalf of the enemy. They were interred in specially designated areas set aside for that
purpose. Soldiers captured on the battlefield were put in concentration camps. Additionally, the Italian side
rounded up any enemy soldiers that it could locate, (and even after the end of the war).

Prisoners’ mail was usually delayed by several weeks. From Greece to Italy, this was in the order of two
to three months.

Correspondence to and from prisoners of war, concerning Greece, was postage-free.

1. GREEK CITIZENS OF ITALIAN ORIGIN, RESIDING INIGREECE

With the start of the war, Greece placed Greek citizens of Italian origin (called political prisoners), in
specially designated areas. This was initially done in Athens (in provisional collection camp), but later in
Patras as well. This practice continued until April 1941.

For the correspondence of internees in this category, the Greek Red Cross, following an order on
December 5, 1940, from the Ministry of Security, issued special-colored postcards in a greenish-blue color
(postcards for political prisoners of enemy countries).
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Official postal card of Hellenic Red Cross from a Greek of Italian origin, confined in the camp No 3 ([TATPA)
(PATRAS), posted on 14.1.41 to Athens. Censored in Athens with single-circle handstamp “"EAAHNIKH
AOT'OKPIZIA” with a central crest and “E 33" (HELLENIC CENSORSHIP, censor’s number #E33)



2. ITALIAN SOLDIERS CAPTIVE IN GREECE

About 22,000 Italian soldiers were captured on the Albanian front. They were initially interred in Attica
and the Peloponnese, and later, on the island of Crete. The camps they were assigned to were designated 1, 2,
3, 4 for soldiers and A, B, C, D, E for officers. The Italian prisoners remained in these camps until the
capitulation of Greece in April 1941, when they were released by the Germans.

(back side 70%)

e Z‘«;&; !»I'e,u. Z((/u'z: 2
e A
L@Q#Ot/&' e 6,”..4( /m.r-'

el prenom s
!
Agillide  Abxalideoy e
Kivigor Alguaieiay A
Caap de prisonnier P ’
jtuc.to.
EAALAZ (GRIECE)

o

~
TAXYAPOMIKH YFIHPEZIA AIXMAAQTON F.

Pé&l‘?-E\DE PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE
® a0

A~ T e Rl S LR :Ix.f a i ,;‘.l 3
¢

/

P
> \
KENTFON_ A|>lg;

C. DE PRISOMN]
i

d—-—_
Awevluvaic : Déstination : Q/ZQ/’-)GL
5

s
T 1€ o RSN, J :
O e ¢ ek EVTAR O36s: Rue: o/ CO/PRO e o
ST 1T Sl )
3 Eu,ll.ﬂ"

HREY Xdpa: Pays: j;?/’w{j{oo‘-«c’ ,
- o o

{("Emopyia #..) (Provinee ete,): = Zéo&n e

ATEAEZ

FRANC DE PORT.

Official letter card of Prisoner Postal Service of the Hellenic Red Cross. Posted on 22.1.41 (date reference
inside the letter), from Italian gunner (artigliere alpino), prisoner of war camp in Greece A (TPINOAIE)
(TRIPOLIS), to FAGNIGOLA AZZANO of the province of Udine. Bears single circle seal EAAHNIKH
AOTOKPIZIA (HELLENIC CENSORSHIP), sensor’s number #E116, dated on 6.2.41 (handwritten).

Italso bears a three-line handstamp with the note of Greek Censorship “CENSURA ELLENICA / NEL
VOSTRO INTERESSE E PER EVITARE RITARDI / SIETE BREVI E CHIARE"
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Official postal card of Prisoner Postal Service of the Hellenic Red Cross, from Prisoner of War Camps in
Greece, which were subsequently routed through the Italian Red Cross (in front, 4-line linear cachet; 3-line the
second one, texted CROCE ROSSA ITALIANA / UFFICIO PRIGIONIERI - RICERCHE / E SERVIZI CONNESSI /

Via Puglie, 6 ROMA).

Were censored in Greece with single-circle handstamp EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA (HELLENIC CENSORSHIP),

censor numbers #E92, dated on 10.2.41 (ha
on the back of the postcard).

ndstamp in front) and #E27, dated on 9.2.1941 (date reference

On the back, they bear the three-line handstamp with the note of the Greek censorship.

1. from prisoner of war camp B (KAAA
the province of FOGGIA. On arrival
FERROVIA * 15.3.41

MATA)(KALAMATA) posted on 30.1.41 (back), to DELICETO of
it was postmarked with a twin-circle railway cachet ROMA

2. from prisoner of war camp C (ITATPA) (PATRAS) posted on 9.2.41 (back) to CELIE MESSAPICA of the
province of PRINDISI.- On arrival it was postmarked with a twin-circle pmk CELIE MESSAPICA

PRINDISI * 23.4.41
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Similarly postal cards of Prisoner Postal Service of the Hellenic Red Cross from prisoner of war camps in
Greece, which were subsequently routed through the Italian Red Cross (the first bears the 3-line linear
handstamp of the Italian Red Cross). .

Were censored in Greece with single circle seal EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA (HELLENIC CENSORSHIP), censor
numbers #E92, (on 17 Feb 41 with handstamp) and #E105, (on 14.1.41- handwritten note)

3. from prisoner of war Camp No 1 (KOPIN®OX) (CORINTH) posted on 9.2.41 (on the back) to
RAVENNA. Censored additionally in Rome, pmk COMMISSIONE PROV. DI CENSURA ROMA * 1. No
arrival postmark

4. from prisoner of war Camp No IV-4 (XAAKIAA) (CHALKIS) posted on 7.1.41 (on the back) to BELLINO
(PIEMONTE). On arrival was postmarked with a twin-circle railway pmk ROMA FERROVIA * 5 11 41
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[lustrated postcard, sent from Milan on 18 February 1941 (with a Milan railway postmark) to an
Italian Major (Caporale Maggiore) held in “I” concentration camp. The postcard was censored upon
departure in Italy (circular handstamp VERIFICATO PER CENSURA #13). It also censored upon arrival
in Greece, with a single-circle handstamp "EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA" (HELLENIC CENSORSHIP), with a
central crest and with “E 81", censor’s number #E81. It also includes the usual note from Greek

censorship in Italian. The postage stamp is missing.

The prisoner camp I in Chania was established for the internment of Italian prisoners

(on the back)
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Postcard sent on 9 March 1941 (on the back) by a Greek Lieutenant serving at the “I” Prisoner of War
Center in Chania, Crete, to Athens. It bears the official 3-circle handstamp in blue of the camp "I. KENTPON
AIXMAAQTQN" with a central crest (indicating exemption from postage fees). It was handled through
civilian mail and was censored with the single-circle handstamp "AOFOKPIZIA XANIQN" (CHANIA
CENSORSHIP) and censor’s number #4. :




3. GREEK CITIZENS INTERNEES IN ITALY

. Greek citizens who happened to be in Italy at the beginning of the war (about 450 people, mainly students
and sailors), were arrested and locked up in special facilities; they were released in September 1943, after the
armistice between the Italians and the Germans.

Their correspondence. obligatory written in Italian was examined by the camp censors and was forwarded
postage free. : : '

Official cover of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva, sent from Greece via the
Hellenic Red Cross (Service Hellenique), to GENEVA, for a Greek citizen (P. Kritikos) imprisoned in the
MONTECHIARRUGOLO Camp in Parma, Italy. Arrival in Geneva with pmk GENEVE 7/EXP LETTRES * 28 1 41,
The cover was mailed from Geneva to Italy postage-free ‘
(Note: Franc de port) :

Petros Kritikos, was a crew member of a Greek merchant ship that was in an Italian port on the day the war
- broke out. The entire crew was detained



4. GREEK SOLDIERS CAPTIVE IN ITALY

There are scant records of Greek military prisoners of the Greco - Italian front, since the actual number
was relatively small. Additionally, some were released by the German occupying forces, after the armistice of
Italy
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Cover from Greek Prisoner of War in Italy, at the Prisoner of War Camp Fonte d’Amore in Sulmona of the
Abruzzo region, towards Basel, Switzerland. Routed through the Italian Red Cross (via Croce Rossa,
handwritten in front). Censored on 3 Feb 41 (in front handstamp) with 2 twin-circle handstamps texted
UFFICIO PROVINCIALE CENSURA POSTALE #48, with the Italian national emblem of the period (on the
back) and with printed resealing tape texted “Verificato per Censura” from the Italian postal censorship
office. Censor’s number #50 (in front inside the single-circle handstamp).



Some Greco-Italian war Officers were later arrested as a precaution, in order not to engage in
resistance activities, Along with teachers and priests, they made up the three groups targeted for
detention by the Italians. At first, they were placed in camps in Greece. Later, they were transported
(via steamboat) to camps in Italy.

their objects are on display, since they are Greco-Italian war officers

One of these was a Major T. VARIKOPOULOS (was previously seen as the officer sender of a postal card
from the XVII Division). He was arrested at his home in Larissa in November of 1942, placed in the camp
there and eventually transferred to a concentration camp in Italy (initially No 55 and then No 17).
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Italian postal card for prisoners of war (CARTOLINA POSTAL PER PRIGIONIERI DI GUERRA) of
VARIKOPOULOS, sent on 1.8.43 from Camp No. 17 (REZZANELLO in PIACENZA, Lombardy/ITALY), served
by Posta Militare 3200 (based in BOLOGNA), to his wife in LARISSA-Greece.

é

Campo p. g.
(P. of W. Camp.)
{(Jlareps B, .}

Grado
{Ranljt)

(Name)
(Ama)

Censored by the Foreign Mail Office in Rome with twin-circle handstamp UFFICIO CENSURA POSTA ESTERA
I (the I was in Milan) and box linear handstamp VERIFICATO PER CENSURA. "It also bears the fractional
markings 196/1 (of the censorship service in Rome) and 39/1 (of censor #39 of the Rome censorship office).

The card found its way into German hands, after the September 1943 armistice when German forces took
control of Rome and Northern Italy. It was then transferred to Munich for inspection of military mail by the
authorized service “d”, cancellation “Ad” and censor number #5411, before being forwarded to Greece.

At the same time on the back of the card, the text was examined with a chemical blue liquid brush, 1cm
wide, to highlight any encrypted message.

Major T. VARIKOPOULOS escaped to Switzerland after Italy agreed to the armistice (8.9.43) and opened its
camps. He studied at the University of Geneva at least until May 45 and then returned to his home (]. Vayakis).
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[talian prisoner of war card of officer J. GEREOUDAKIS (with cancellations/markings similars to
VARIKOPOULOS card), sent from POW camp No. 17, to his wife as well, in KASTORIA on 16.7.43 (back).

The difference being that during the German advance, it was sent to VIENNA (service “g” responsible for the
control of mail from/to the Balkans) where it was stamped with Oberkommando der
Wehrmacht/Gepruft (7 continuous red lines as described in the book: DEUTSCHE DIENSSTELLEN G -25,

page Nr. 132 by Riemer).

Second Lieutenant J]. GEREOUDAKIS was taken prisoner during hostilities in ALBANIA, imprisoned in two
camps in Italy (No.17 and No.55) and two in Germany (OFLAG X and VIII). He was released and returned to
Greece after May 1945 (S. Bosovitch).



5. DODECANESE RESIDENTS OF GREEK ORIGIN,
DETAINEES IN RHODES

People living on the Dodecanese islands who were of Greek origin and/or possessed Greek citizenship
prior to the Italian occupation or later came to settle in the Dodecanese from Greece, with the outbreak of the
war, or perhaps even the day before, (numbering around 300 people) were arrested and placed in temporary
Camps on Rhodes (firstly in tents at a camp on the moat of Rhodes-town Castle and later to the stables of the
little horses for the Italian officers children).

For their correspondence with relatives, they used official Italian postal stationery cards along with a pre-

printed 30c [talian stamp (inland rate). The Italian language was used.

(relatively rare items).

The prisoners were eventually released after the capitulation of Greece on April 27, 1941.
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Italian postal card from
Greek prisoner (Michel
Zissimatos) in RHODES
From the “Campo

di concentramento
Ellenico”, sent in town
(citta) on 23.11.40.
Censored with linear
handstamp “Verificato
per censura”,

He was released in
January 1941, along
with other elderly
individuals, after
protests about the
conditions of
detention

Italian postal card to
the Greek prisoner,
our well-known
philatelist
(Gerasimos.
Zissimatos (son of
the above), at
“Campo internati
Greci” in the city of
Rhodes (citta), on
27.11.40.

Censored with linear
handstamp
“Verificato per
censura 6” (#6is
sensor’s number).

He was released in
April 1941 after the
surrender of Greece



CARDS WITH ANTI-ITALIAN HUMOROUS
ILLUSTRATIONS

—And add also that | indignantly denounce my

__ﬁ———-] Italian nationality | 1
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(back side 40%)

Picture postcard from
thens to TT652 (PS652 -
2nd Regulatory Center) on
10.1.41 (FLORINA).
Censored with single-circle
handstamp “AOrOKPIZIA
AOHNQON & E 41" (ATHENS
CENSORSHIP), sensor E141

(back 50%)

Picture postcard from Kalavrita
to Athens, pmk. "KAAABPYTA *
20 ®EB 41" with a 3-circle
cachet “EAAHNIKH
AOT'OKPIZIA KAAABPYTQN"
with a central crest and linear
handstamp “EAOT'OKPIOH”
(CENSORED) with signature

To napdonpov Tiig nepikvnpidoc.

.. «Order of the Garter»




MILITARY IDENTIFICATION CARDS-(IDs)

 (50%)

Italian military card taken
as war spoil, used as a
Hellenic military ID card
with the details of a Greek
soldier, in unit TT212 (PS
212/ 3 ARMY CORPS)
Bears the unit's official
twin-circle cachet “AOX0X
AIABIBAZEQN” (SIGNAL
COMPANY), with a central
crest.
Dated “TT212 ™ 10
Iavovapiov 1941” (PS212
January 10, 1941), signed
probably from Colonel
Dimitrios Dimakopoulos,
Director of Logistics

The above highlights the immense shortage of paper that existed at that time...

(in front 70%)

Military identity card
from a unit of the XIII MII,
(XIII Infantry Division),

- with holder's details &
‘hand stamped with the
unit's official 3-circle
handstamp “MONAZX *
1390” (UNIT 1390), with
a central crest

“In 724 0n 29.3.1941"




ATTENTION COUNTERFIT !!!

, (o)
erwv’;gmf g>§wv6‘ soua
2y DS Tanediebapiiv
/@MM/:)

7;6‘6‘90‘, qﬁvZoVw:S:(
3 Jacpupes Bugypos froype?

y Pty
i

Y i sipes
e

Forged covers that appear to have been mailed from TT66 (a non-existent Postal Sector) and from TT866, to
Athens. The type of postmarks that appears on the covers are non-existent.
Note the incorrect Greek spelling designed to lend an aura of authenticity and innocence, to the forged item....

According to available information, such forgeries are of Italian provenance, and were created after the war
Even this period would not escape the forgers...



ITALIAN PROPAGANDA AERIAL LEAFLETS

"Ellnves otgomidrar!

The leaflets in question were dropped
by the Italians from airplanes during
their attacks in March 1941

“Greek soldiers!

See where your
prowess has gotten

n

you

“Greek soldiers!
What are you fighting
for?”




i “Ehdnvec,

‘Eav ‘elole msoilvmor did Ty oYY

Thv Tadioy  oug, Eyrapdidvests * ‘Greeks,

T wodlen T dyyMra stvoe fv dogakely Ifyou are concerned about the
; fate of your children, you can
take comfort knowing that
those of the British are well-

protected by America”

év 1) "Ameouxi).

Vg TO Taludor 6o
Tedave O v Umep-

d . e » s
ooy oy Ayyhioy
: e

“You can be proud of your
lad;

He died defending
England”

‘H obyrhno W 17-etidv veoaulréxrov.




RECEIPTS OF MILITARY POSTAL ORDERS

From TT251 (XVII M.IL) - PS251 (XVII Infantry Division), ~ From ATHENS to TT520 (IX M.IL) - PS520
to THESSALONIKI on 24.11.41 (IX Infantry Division) on 8 FEB 41

teptemss 007 g
AMOAEIZIZ EKAOZEQE ZTPAT. TAX. ETMITATHE ;
Ao, L FELS
Kotetén émt&yﬁ éx 8p. |

/

‘Ano a)&a‘x | Gl SRBALUL o WL
T a’c.‘_. Aebg L _ff((@-t.' :ﬁJKJ -

conto | il

1
i
|

ol m e A RN el v

On their reverse side, these
receipts, both during the
war and later, with various
propaganda slogans of I.
METAXA

Bl MMt Al i e R s B ai Bt Bt e i K T e




CONTROL of CIVILIAN POSTAL
CORRESPONDENCE

1. TELEGRAM CENSORCHIP

8

CABLE AND WIRELESS LIMITED.

¢ GHA ETPAd EION‘_ AGOHNON

3 n
& THAET

-

GHMA - 501

: o \\ g £ w2 : i - &
Date ™\ g P T 0 : 7 _f f [ime :iiam:af-u-,_f“‘.- NOLA)
= .

"Huspoprjvia Govt Office

« ("H wdvoote spdry ppapud ddv deoo§ oy dmedénryy. ‘H Sevrépe ypauusy segriopfdve.  %ota ceigdy : vov alfovie dgidudv
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Telegram from Istanbul to the Athens branch of the Salonica Bank, dated 13 January 1941
(written on telegram). Arrival in Athens, pmk “A@HNAI THAETPA®EION * 14 1 07:30”
(ATHENS TELEGRAPHIC OFFICE). Censored upon arrival with a violet single-circle
handstamp "AOT'OKPIZIA AGHNQN" (ATHENS CENSORSHIP) with censor’s signature
inside.
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Telegram from CHIOS on 28 XI 40 to PIRAEUS. Telegrams were first processed through the Athens Telegraph
Office. There was censored with single-circle red handstamp “AOTOKPIZIA * AOHNQN” (ATHENS
CENSORSHIP). Arrival in Piraeus, hand stamped “NEIPAIEYZ - THA. x THAE®. KENTPON * 29 XI 40”
(PIRAEUS - Central Telegraph and Telephone Center) and with 2-line linear handstamp “EAH®@H £ AOHNQN”
(RECEIVED from ATHENS) with the arrival hour also

By a;pzza< a‘ze e —

AT OIKOTENE AN zwama?tovm;jrvﬁm'

“1
eyt gheadodd -' sri'; _....u..

:
- ETAMOY NaTPgsd __I””m%i Ry

GEPMOTATA SYAAYNHTHPIA = 30 AFTZAONCYADS 2
______________ Loe b AW /{141 =

Telegram from LARISSA on 26 IT 41 to PATRAS. Upon arrival, pmk “THAETPA®EION MTATPQN * 27 IV” (Patras
Telegraph Office 27 IV (IV instead of II) where was censored with violet 2-line linear handstamp “EAOT'OKPIOH
TTATPAI 27/2 /41" (CENSORED PATRAS 27.2.41)
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Telegram from the PALACE TELEGRAPH OFFICE (of the Vice Admiral IOANNIDIS) on January 7, 1941 to
SYROS. Censored in SYROS with red 3-circle handstamp “AOT'OKPIZIA £YPOY /. EAOI'OKPI®H 10"
(SYROS CENSORSHIP / CENSORED, sensor’s number #10).

Vice Admiral Pericles Ioannidis, during the National Schism, sided with the King. Due to his
political beliefs, he was imprisoned until 1920. After the fall of Venizelos, he participated in
the Asia Minor Campaign. In 1922, he retired from active service, but in 1935, he was
reinstated and, in the same year, retired from the Hellenic Navy while receiving the title of
Vice Admiral. He married Princess Maria of Greece and Denmark, daughter of George I.
After the war, in 1947, he received the Dodecanese as a representative of Greece from the
Allies and was appointed military governor of the Dodecanese.




2. FINDING VALUE ITEMS DURING CENSORSHIP
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Commercial intown cover, arrival pmk “A@HNAI A®IZIZ * 11 XII 40”. Opened for censorship control (single-
circle cachet “AOT'OKPIZIA AGHNQN 322" (ATHENS CENSORSHIP, censor’s number #322) - in front -, a
National Bank cheque for 500 dr was found inside. This result was handwritten in pencil on the front of the
envelope as well as on the back, replacing part of the specialized handstamp for exchange control used until then,
with a handwritten note, and signed by “The Censor” (see below).

Afterward, it was forwarded to another censorship committee, maybe specialized in values items, tied with two
violet twin-circle handstamps “AOTOKPIZIA AOHNQN * EAOT'OKPI®H 73" (ATHENS CENSORCHIP *
CENSORED, sensor’s number #73), on “EAAnvikn) Aoyokpioia” (Hellenic Censorship) marked resealing tape.
The #32 inside the circle refers to the Athen’s postman.

Note: This handstamp was used by the BANK OF GREECE during foreign exchange control from 1936 to 1941,
which was modified/‘scratched out’ the inscription BANK OF GREECE/THE HEAD OF THE TEAM, to write
manually on the envelope ‘The Censor, as it pertains to a censorship inspection.
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(40%)
Commercial cover from KALAMATA to
ATHENS, canc. “KAAAMAI * 24 AEK 40"
with resealing adhesive tape marked
“EAAnvixn Aoyokpioia” (Hellenic
Censorship) and single-circle handstamj
with a central crest “AOTOKPIZIA

KAAAMON” (KALAMAI CENSORCHIP).
The #27 refers to the Athen’s postman

Cachet : During censorship, a check was
found... etc. Signed by the parties involvec
with a special censorship/exchange
handstamp

AAEA®OI ET. XATZH'I'OANNOY
_,__‘_._ . o

: a3
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(30%) s R o

Commercial cover from
THIVAI to ATHENS,
canc. “OHBAI * 25 IAN
41", and single-circle
cachet “AOT'OKPIZIA
OHBAON 2" (THIVAI
CENSORCHIP, censor'’s
number #2)

There is a handwritten
note about finding a
check of Bank of Athens
for a substantial
amount (apparently,
they didn't have yet a
handstamp in this
office) and handed
over to the Postal
Officer in charge
(reverse).

The rhomboidal #22
refers to the Athen’s
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Registered cover from Volos Branch of the Bank of Athens, to ATHENS. Canc. “BOAOX * 11 11 41" added with
black printed framed oblong registry label “E / 1584”. Forwarded to VOLOS Censorship Service, tied with small
cachet “AOTOKPIZIA - BOAOY” (VOLOS CENSORSHIP) in outer belt around crest centrally on “EAAHNIKH
AOTOKPIZIA” (HELLENIC CENSORSHIP) printed resealing tape.

Backstamped confirmation signed by the Police and Post Office officials on the examined cover that a check of
the Bank of Athens for 1729 Drachmas was found contained [apparently, the found item was re-enclosed
within the cover].

For this case of finding a check during censorship control, the existed cachet during currency control from
1936 until the start of the war was used



A SIMULTANEOUS CONTROL OF CENSORSHIP & CURRENCY EXCHANGE CONTROL

(although the currency control had ceased with the onset of the war)

(back 40%)
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Registered letter from the National Bank of Greece
(Athens) to a bank in London. Postmarked at the bank
with a faint red meter machine stamp on 14 November
1940. It was then forwarded to the Athens civilian post,
pmk. “AGHNAI ZYETHMENA EEQTEPIKOY * 15 XI 40"
Censored with a violet single-circle cachet texted
"ATHENS * CENSORSHIP", censor’s number E.7

It is then transferred to the exchange control committee
of the Bank of Greece, where the cover:

a is examined and secured with a printed tape
"EAETX0X XYNAAAATMATOX / CONTROLE DU
CHANGE”,

° hand stamped (front and back) with the round
cachet of the Currency Control Committee (seated
Athena),

o hand stamped also with the square handstamp
"ENITPENETAI H TAXYAPOMHEZIZ” (PERMITTED TO BE
POSTED), without a date, on the back, signed by the
committee members

o additionally, a vignette of the Bank is affixed.

Forwarded finally to its destination by the Athens civilian post, pmk “ATHINAI POSTE AERIENNE * 16 X1 40",
routed to its destination through Cairo (transit handstamp of the Egyptian censorship, CENSOR #77 on the front).
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It is quite strange for the cover to undergo Currency Control in November, when it is known that it had
already been abolished with the declaration of war, and military censorship was officially being enforced.



3. CARTOONS WITHIN THE LETTERS

They were available for free to put inside letters to boost the mood and morale of the

recipients.

B A

q' — ™

tter from ATHENS, pmk "AOHNA (AEBIAOY 8) * 14 XI140”, to an army

OVET WITh encliosed lefie

TT724 (PS724 -XllI Infantry Division). Censored in Athens with twin-circle cachet
AOTOKPIZIA AGHNQON * EAOTOKPIOH 116" (ATHENS CENSORSHIP * CENSORED, censor's
number #116) and with resealing printed tape marked “EAAHNIKH AOTOKPIZIA”
(HELLENIC CENSORSHIP).

Inside the letter was the above cartoon
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4. LETTERS WITH CENSOR’s HANDSTAMPS
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5. CIVILIAN POST OFFICE’s CENSORSHIP

At the start of the war, public mail was initially censored by the local public authorities and by control
offices of public correspondence that were created in all the major cities of Greece. As we mentioned above, with
the GES directive of 11.11.1940, these offices also controlled military correspondence. Each censorship
office had its own handstamps, for this reason there is a plethora of round seals (two concentric or a single circle),
but also horizontal ones (the censors had their own seals usually with numbers inside a frame (circular or
rectangular).

Letters that were not posted open were opened by the censors and after their contents was verified, they were
resealed with printed resealing adhesive tape bearing the inscription "GREEK CENSORSHIP" usually in a tete -
beche format. Specifically, there exist numerous types of printed tapes bearing various font faces.

These censorship offices functioned until the occupation of Athens on 17.4.41 by the Germans, or earlier if the
city was occupied earlier than that date.

Within the space limitations of the exhibit, a numerically small sample of verified public mail from
various cities follows. Postage fees are not mentioned as they are outside the scope of the exhibit.

» Attica region - Saronic Gulf - Cyclades - Euboea

e ATHENS

To6 ypappa Tob ETpatidrou civar iEpo yid pac.

Ocwpolpe Kadijkov va kavwpe &,m cival Suvardy yia

va Iag ¢EunnpeTRowye.
Bondficate pog kai Icig ypdygovreg cUvropa Kai kadapd.

"Evol Td4 ypappara Iag 8d ¢davouv Taxitepa oTdv npo-

OpPICHO TOUG.

H AOFOKPIZIA AGHNQN

Note from the Athens Censorship Service placed inside the letters, with the paper color used by Athen's
censorship
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ATHENS/INCOMING MAIL Cover from Kénigsberg in GERMANY to ATHENS, canc, “KONIESBERG * 12.2.41"

and arrival pmk on reverse on 3.3.41. Censored upon arrival with single-circle handstamp "AOI'OKPIZIA
AOHNQON” (ATHENS CENSORSHIP) from the censor #170. Bears a resealing tape texted “EAAHNIKH

AOTOKPIZIA” (GREEK CENSORSHIP). The cover was initially censored in Germany and secured with resealing
tape texted “Geoffnet/Gepruft Obbercommando der Wehrmacht” (Germany was already in war) and

stamped with 4line machine postmark (reference: DEUTSCHE DIENSSTELLEN by Riemer, type G-22, pg. 131)

ATHENS/OUTCOMING MAIL Registered cover from ATHENS to N.Y. canc.“AOHNAI * 21 111 1941” via SAN
FRANCISCO, pmk “SAN FRANCISCO * MAY 22 1941”. Arrival in New York with “NEW YORK * MAY 28 1941”.

Censored upon departure with two (in front & on the back) twin-circle handstamps “AOT'OKPIZIA AOHNQN 240",
(ATHENS CENSORCHIP, censor 240), in black color and also two single-circle handstamps in lilac color.
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AERIAL CORRESPONDENCE GREECE - USA VIA PACIFIC

OCEAN
Due to the closed route across the Atlantic, the route via the Pacific that
had been in effect since 1935 was modified. The new route was
implemented by the Greek Post Offices in March 1941. It was called
FAM-19, (Foreign Air Mail 19, Horseshoe Pacific route).

front 40%
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CENSOR OF

S’

EGYPTIAN Ct
BY

OPENED

Cover from ATHENS to
NEW YORK on 19 III 41.
Traveled via Cairo,
(indication on the envelope
VIA EGYPT). Censored

. in ATHENS
(ATHENS CENSORSHIP,
censor’s number #444),

@ in EGYPT
(rhomboidal cachet and
resealing tape) and finally
o in INDIA

(printed tape texted
PASSED BY EXAMINER),
hub station of the route.

Postage fees:

e Abroad rate: 8 Dr.

e Airmail (Pacific route) *:
64 Dr & welfare: 1 Dr.

“Written in French”, note

from the sender for the

convenience of the censors.

* Egypt - Singapore - Hong Kong - San Francisco (from January 21, 1941, the postage

fee was 64 Dr./5g: according to P. Tiberius.)
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e SALAMINA
island

Picture postcard from
SALAMINA (Saronic
Gulf) to TT652
1 (PS652/2nd
REGULATORY
CENTER), pmk
1 “TAAAMIZ * 3.111.41”
Censored with 3-circle
elastic handstamp.
“YTIOAIOIKHEZIZ
4 XQPOPYAAKHZ

ZAAAMINOE”
(SALAMINA
4 GENDARMERIE
SUBDIVISION), with a
central crest

Military
correspondence

P




e PSICHIKO area

Cover from PSICHIKO (near
ATHENS) to the village of
ERIMANTHOS in PELOPONESE,
canc. “PYYXIKON * 8.11.41".
Censored upon departure with
3-circle handstamp “AOTI'OKPIZIA
TTT WYXIKOY" (CENSORCHIP of
the PSICHIKO post office), with a
central crest and censor’s
signature. Secured with resealing
tape texted "EAAHNIKH
AOTOKPIZIA” (ATHENS
CENSORSHIP)
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« KIFISIA
(Attica)

A
N\

KHOIXIA ”‘1—"\ 41"
Censored with a linea
box handstamp with
AOTOKPIZIA
KH®IZIALE" (KIFISIA
CENSORCHIP) and
censor’s signature.
Bears a resealing tape
texted "EAAHNIKH
AOrOKPIZIA” (GREEK
CENSORSHIP)
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* GLYFADA (Attica)
Cover from GLYFADA to TT652 (PS
652 /274 REGULATORY CENTER).
Dispatched via civilian mail, pmk
‘“TAY®PAAA * 6 IAN 41", Bears printed
tape texted “EAAHNIKH

AOT'OKPIZIA" (GREEK CENSORSHIP),

and single-circle handstamp with
“AOTOKPIZIA TAY®AAOL"
(GLYFADA CENSORSHIP) with a
central crest. Bears also a blue color
handstamp "AOrOKPIZIA
FAY®AAAX * 2" (GLYFADA
CENSORSHIP, censor’s number #2)
Military correspondence




e ELEUSIS (Attica)

| ‘mommﬂ AEATAPION

; : 5 f ! - “ , :A, .m.‘
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s | TT 152
""EAGQM ; ;

\._. wif

Picture postcard from ELEUSIS to a soldier of TT152 (PS152/B’Army Corps). Dispatched via civilian mail, pmk
"EAEYZIINA ™ 7141". Censored with linear 3-line black elastic handstamp “EAOTF'OKPIOH / O AIOIKHTHE /
YMOA/ZEQZL XQP/KHE EAEYEZINOZ" (CENSORED / THE COMMANDER / GENDARMERIE SUBDIVISION OF ELEUSIS

e —~y Militarv corresbondence
//"d_;;}' T I | :
aNE . W ; i e MEGARA (Attica)

Small cover from MEGARA to SPARTA, canc.
“METAPA* 12 NOE 40", Censored with 3-circle
handstamp “YIIOAIOIKHZIZ XQPODPYAAKHE
METAPIAOX” (MEGARA GENDARMERIE
SUBDIVISION), with a central crest and a linear
handstamp “EAOTOKPIOH” (CENSORED)

wwwww

e LAVRIO (Attica)

Cover from LAVRIO to ATHENS, canc.
with LAVRIO faint handstamp, hard to
distinguish Arrival postmark on the
back “AGHNAI AEBIAOY 8 * 7 1V 41",
Censored with 3-circle red handstamp
“AOTOKPIZIA AAYPIOY” (LAVRIO
CENSORSHIP) with a central crest and
censor’s signature




PIRAEUS (Attica) L AR

Mourning cover from
PIRAEUS to PSICHIKO,
canc, "TIEIPAIEYZX
ATIOZLTOAH *9,11.40"
with the bigger 3-circle

; wal 1TVE cachet “YITHPEZIA
Bl rkGval e N AOTOKPIZIAZ

= ; MEIPAIQL" (PIRAEUS
- 5 CENSORSHIP Dept) with

.: : 7Y XTKDO crest, & boxed censor's
( Sl A S R R Bt e S R SR cachet “57-E", It bears
also resealing tape
texted "“EAOI'OKPIOH"
(CENSORED)

STE®ANON MAKPYMIXAAON

e ANDROS island
Postal card from ANDROS
(CYCLADES) to SYROS, pmk
“THA.TP.TAYPIOY * 8 ®EB
41" (telegraph office) and

EAAA b 3y

ey

EFII}:TOAIKON &EA%E"ON
iaIA TO E}:QTENKONE &

Enri s m%v:oas ﬂ;ﬂm‘: y‘pawm.« ;divav .r; §JEUUrrW‘£§ 2-circle handstamp with
i “LTAOMOZ XQPODYAA-
'_- N KHEZ ANAPOY - BAZIAEION
i i _| THEZEAAAAOE” (ANDROS

GENDARMERIE STATION-
KINGDOM of GREECE) with a
central crest

EANAL

T

EMNIZTOAIKON AEATAPION
AIA TO EIQTEPIKON

Eab ms mAeupas Tavms ypdgerar povoy 1y Greuliurgts

e KEA island S
Postal card from KEA x Q\‘\ _
(CYCLADES) to PATRAS, : S g “‘"x

canc. “KEA * 27 XII 40”.

Censored with a linear ¢
handstamp texted . m’# ”//”ﬂ) / AL 95 ﬁ ; 0 0?‘
“EAOT'OKPIOH" : o ”
(CENSORED) \\S\ N~ - aafrue & ?Mf‘ fur.

\&@ -7/




TPAMEZA AGHNQN

YARA

e HYDRA island

Cover from HYDRA
island (Saronic
Gulf) to ATHENS,
canc “YAPA * 19 AEK
40", Bears a faint 3-
circle cachet
| “T'PADEION
* AOTOKPIZIAX
YAPAX"” (HYDRA
CENSORSHIP Office)
with a central crest
(same handstamp on
reverse with
censor’s signature)

e SKYROS island

Small visiting cover
from SKYROS island [SPORADES] to
ATHENS. Telegraphic canc. “THA ZKYPOY *
28 AEK 41", Censored with 3-circle violet
handstamp “ZTAGMOZ XQPOPYAAKHE
LKYPOY” (SKYROS GENDARMERIE
STATION) with a central crest

e SIFNOS island

Cover from SIFNOS
island (CYCLADES) to
PIRAEUS, canc.
"ZI®NOZ * 17 IAN 41",
Censored upon
departure with single-
circle cachet
“AOT'OKPIZIA
ZI®NOY” (SIFNOS
CENSORCHIP)



« TINOS

island

Cover from TINOS
island (CYCLADES)
to N.Y. USA, canc.
THNOZ * 28 NOE
40", Censored with
a linear box cachet
EAOIOKPIOH”
(CENSORED) and
censor s signature
on the blank paper
resealing tape

AAT
AEPOFMOPIKO ...:".

ﬁmm ST e

EAAHNIKH AGITOKPIZIA

R BRAK
| EAAAL
:

o NAOUSA (PAROS island)
Cover from the village NAOUSA of
PAROS (CYCLADES) to ATHENS, canc.
"TTAPOZX * 2 MAI 41" Bears a 3-circle
cachet “AOTOKPIZIA [TAPOY *
EAOT'OKPIOH” (PAROS CENSORCHIP
* CENSORED) with censor’s signature.
Bears resealing tape texted GREEK
CENSORSHIP. The fractional 12/8
refers to Athen’s postman

@erp Kdﬁ‘l‘b’hﬂ =
Noawvea | b fﬂpo\, "‘5:_,,/" -

e NAXOS island EAAAL

Postal card from NAXOS
island (CYCLADES) to
ATHENS, canc. “NAZ0Z *

30 IAN 41", Censored with: N

e 3-circle handstamp \‘__
“LTAGMOZ 2 i A\
XQPODYAAKHE N §
NAZOY” (NAXOS AN
GENDARMERIE N
STATION) and \‘i :

e boxed linear cachet 3 g\ﬁ
“EAOTOKPIOH” VIR R —
(CENSORED) i AY

)

EMNIZTOAIKON AEA
AIA TO EEQTEPIF
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e ISTIEA (Euboea)

Mourning cover from the
small town of ISTIEA in
EUBOEA to PIRAEUS, canc.
“IZTIAIA * 251 41", Censored
with 3-circle handstamp
“AOTOKPIZIA - IZTIAIAY”
(ISTIEA CENSORSHIP)

» AVLONARI
KYMIS (Euboea)

Cover from the village
AVLONARI KYMIS in
Euboea, to Danbury Conn.
USA, canc. “AYAQNAPION
*7141" Bears multiple 3-
circle handstamps texted
“AOTOKPIZIA
AYAQNAPIOY*
(AVLONARI
CENSORSHIP).
Apparently, the envelope
was delivered open and
secured with a tape texted
GREEK CENSORSHIP, on
which censorship
handstamps were applied.

e PSACHNA (Euboea)

Cover of a Achimandrite of the
small town of PSACHNA in
EUBOEA, to the nearby village

_ TRIADA. Canc. “PAXNA *30 141"
il - Censored with 2-circle handstamp
' “AOT'OKPIZIA * WAXNQN"
(PSACHNA CENSORSHIP) with a
central crest. Resealing tape
texted “EAOT'OKPIOH”
(CENSORED)



» CENTRAL GREECE - EPIRUS - THESSALY

o LEVADIA
(BOEOTIA region)

Postal card from the town
LEVADIA of BOEOTIA
region, to PATRAS, canc.
“AEBAAEIA * 20 IAN 41",
Censored with 2-line linear
handstamp texted
“YITHPEZIA AOTOKPIZIAZ
/ AEBAAEIAY” (LEVADIA
CENSORSHIP Dept)

RACEHRH WIAIKAN i ]
ATRAICXAPTOQITUATION i 1
IHTUPARTOPEION EGUMERi 0N |
AUMOY NOMENH

e ITEA (FOKIDA Prefecture)

Commercial cover from the smalltown of ITEA in FOKIDA prefecture, to ATHENS, canc. “ITEA* 24 1 41",
Censored with 2-ring blue handstamp “ETA@MOZ XQPO®YAAKHE” (GENDARMERIE STATION) with a central

crest and censor’s name beside on the resealing printed tape texted “Aoyokpioia Itéag” (ITEA CENSORSHIP).
The circled 22 refers to Athen's postman



! < MESSOLONGHI
(AETOLIA-
ACARNANIA)

Postcard from MESSOLONGHI
of the prefecture of AETOLIA-
ACARNANIA, to EGION
(PELOPONESE), canc.
“MEZOAOTTION * 17 NOE 40",
Censored with 3-circle violet
handstamp "YINOAIOIKHZIZ
XQPO®YAAKHE
MEZOAOITIOY”
(MESSOLONGHI
GENDARMERIE
SUBDIVISION) with a central

. - T, \77@({?’/0@(4 | crest

Different censorship
handstamp of
Messolonghi

Similarly, a postal card from
MESSOLONGHI to PATRAS,
npog Mdtpa pe amootoAn
“MEZOAOTTION * 23 ®EB 41"
Censored with 3-circle violet
handstamp "EAAHNIKH
AOT'OKPIZIA
MEZOAOITIOY” (GREEK
CENSORSHIP OF
MESSOLONGHI), with a
central crest
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e TIRNAVOS
(THESSALY)

) T M

Commercial postcard from
the prefecture of TIRNAVOS
(THESSALY region) to
VOLOS, canc. TYPNABOZ *
31 MAP 41. Censored with a
3-circle violet handstamp
"EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA
TYPNABOY-EAOTOKPIOH”
(GREEK CENSORSHIP OF -'
TYRNAVOS - CENSORED)
with censor’s signature in :
red




e SKLITHRO settlement of LARISA

TAXYAPOMIKON
AEATAPION A
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Illustrated postal letter from a
sergeant, en route to the
front, sent on 2.2.41 (from
inside the letter, as it does not
have a postage stamp). It was
|} dispatched through civilian
mail. Censored with 3-circle
blue handstamp "ETAOMOZ

‘1 XQPO®YAAKHE
1  TKAHOPOY-BAZIAEION THE
ANOZTOAEY X EAAAAOY” (SKLITHRON
PN Bk S GENDARMERIE STATION-
KINGDOM OF GREECE) with a

central crest

BOuatez, dovkewd, aydves yia thy ‘Eikade 1 Eva povedind cromo; TH NIKH

2ol aboy o Tdvra.
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« AMFIKLIA (PHTHIOTIS Prefecture)
Small cover from the small town of AMFIKLIA in
PHTHIOTIS prefecture to ATHENS, canc.
"AM®IKAEIA*7141",

Censored with twin-circle cachet “YIIOAIOIKHZIZ
XQPOPYAAKHZ AM®IKAEIAL” (AMFIKLIA
GENDARMERIE SUBDIVISION) with a central crest
and a handwritten examiner’s “ceAoyokpifn”
(censored)
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e ARTA (EPIRUS
region)

Postal card from ARTA to
PATRAS, canc. "APTA*81
41", Censored with 2-ring

' f cachet “TATMA
g XQPOPYAAKHI APTHY"
...... N (ARTA GENDARMERIE
- BATTALION) in outer belt
N S with crest centrally and a
{5 / handwritten examiner’s

“eAoyokpifn” (censored)
in red
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e KARYA (LEFKAS island)

Cover from the settlement of KARYA
of LEFKAS island to ATHENS. Pmk
“KAPYA AEYKAAOZ * 12 111 41",
Censored with single-circle handstamp
“AOT'OKPIZIA KAPYAZ" (KARYA

\* L~ 4§ 5 |  CENSORSHIP). :
%Wﬁ'ﬂ ‘775’0/744/7 ‘| Secured with resealing tape texted
A —\/ ! “EAAHNIKH AOTOKPIZIA” (GREEK

. . '} CENSORSHIP) on both sides.

' ' 19” v ol | The circled 35 refers to Athen’s
- SR SRR B | postman

o ZAKYNTHOS island Different Censorship handstamps of ZAKYNTHOX

e : SIS

ArpoTikH TPATIEZA THZ Eanssoz

: ' i Cover from island
3 9 P T of ZAKYNTHOS to
A y /= ""f,"{_’vg. ATHENS, canc.

\ / | TS 2\ I o
; £ 7\ ! ZAKYNOOZ *
A €17 | =
o A S [ Censored with

N\

/’ W '-:;_:q.;d ;l 3-circle handstamp
. T 5 % a “AOT'OKPIZIA
L2y ARy s o £ | zakyneoyz’

(ZAKYNTHOS
CENSORSHIP,
censor’s number
; #2) and a second

o /“//ﬁ i 3-circle handstamp
S S ) with “EAAHNIKH
| AOT'OKPIZIA”
| (GREEK
NN L A | CENSORSHIP) with

é e i | acentral crest

~
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S AEMIET - EARKA ~

Likewise postal card from ZAKYNTHOS to PATRAS, canc. “ZAKYNOOZ * 8?1 41". Censored with 3-line linear
handstamp “AOT'OKPIZIA / ZAKYNOOY / O IPOIZTAMENOZX” (CENSORSHIP/of ZAKYNTHOS/THE
SUPERVISOR) with censor’s signature

« CORFOUisland ... an interesting postcard from Corfu

(back 16 MAl 41)

= __ 2

Postcard from CORFOU
island to CRETE, canc.
"KEPKYPA (AIIOXLTOAH) *
17 AIIP 41”. Censored
with “AZTYN. ITOA.
KEPKYPAL -
AOI'OKPIZIA 7" (CORFU
POLICE CENSORSHIP,
censor’s number #7).

Note: The envelope never traveled to Crete. It remained in Athens, but in the meantime, Greece has surrendered to
the Axis powers. It was postmarked in Athens on May 16, 1941 (with the wavy machine stamp of Athens on the
back). It returns from the Germans to Corfu and was postmarked with CORFU (on arrival) on August 6, 1941,
almost 4 months later, while the island was already under Italian occupation. It is re-censored by the Italians
with the 2-line linear box handstamp texted "VERIFICATO / PER CENSURA," and censor’s number (3).




e KYTHERA island

olus 01" olxoyeveianis v‘zaﬂeasf; slc yhdo-

EAAHNIKA TAXYAPOMEIA
ATEAEZ EMIZTOAIKON AEATAPION

1
“Oroud P
rt'maw.’sm* 'I z ‘, L
deevdovae [, l' ¢
Foanes s M‘ .......................

duit 10T Fuodvros -riqaorpmmuaw of
oixeior tobs .E'tormwnxau, aE0l TG Dyei-
as tov xal Chrodise auo’ altdy mlr;ooqoo»

sar oapi “Ellngrixny dvev AéZror dipo-
poupdvarr 3 cvviyuanixdy.

VarminTH-

*Eadsvoyor

wal Svopa

Buduic ”CQM’?
‘wosesi: & f, o dvdu.ﬁn’

ovidoc

= el 4 /l’ A T BT B

o:ri

EAKA,,

Postal card from KYTHERA island to S1 Evacuation Hospital in the Postal Sector 652 (B’ Regulatory Center).
Dispatched via civilian mail, pmk "KYOHPA * 26 MAP 41", Censored with 2-circle handstamp “YITOAIOIKHEIE
XQPOPYAAKHE KYOHPQN”, (KYTHERA GENDARMERIE SUBDIVISION) with a central crest and censor’s signature,
Military correspondence

ANAPEAZ 3. MATOYAATOS &
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This handstamp was used:
e for the exchange control of the 1st period (1936-40),
e for censorship during the Greco-Italian War and finally

s for the censorship control by the Italians, during the Italian occupation of the island

e KEFALONIA
isiand

Commercial cover
from the capital
ARGOSTOLI

to HERAKLION
(CRETE), canc.
“APT'OZTOAION * 8
AEK 40”. Open and
passed by censor
locally; resealed
with tape printed
“EAAHNIKH
AOTr'OKPIZIA”
(GREEK
CENSORSHIP) on
the back and hand
stamped with 2-ring
violet cachet
“AOTOKPIZIA
APTOXTOAIOY” -
(ARGOSTOLI
CENSORSHIP)



o THASOS
E A A A = = ¥ island

Military postal
i card from
ZMIZTCA HOH AEATRPION RTEAE: £ THASOS to
: § PS526 (D’ ARMY
CORPS), via
civilian mail,
pmK “QAZOX *
“15 341"
Censored with
twin-ring cachet

AtedBuvaig &nwmiﬁ et

Baduas %ﬁcﬂvp’ =
Euc,wu,mx[ k@Y et |
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b B
wal Svoual ﬂ']’EL AOTr'OKPIZIA 1"
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| correspondence

sas=0)

» THESSALONIKI

Commercial cover
from THESSALONIKI
., el | to EDESSA, canc.

- AL | "“OEXZAAONIKH *
KYPION LKOINONTRIT ipoNprY, - A 30 X1 40",

; =3 Censored with twin-
ring violet cachet
“LZTPATIQTIKH
AOT'OKPIZIA”
(MILITARY
CENSORSHIP) a cahet
that was used not only
for military purposes
but also by the civilian
postal service of the

city).
Censor’'s number 116,
(in a box)

YIZIdAOI0V HMINHVVE




* GALATISTA
(CHALKIDIKI
region)

Postal card from the small
town of GALATISTA in
CHALKIDIKI, to ATHENS,
canc. “TAAATIETA * 28 111
41", Censored with 3circle
handstamp “AOTOKPIZIA
TAAATIZTHE”
(GALATISTA
CENSORSHIP) with a
central crest. In a box
A.1" (censor's number)

 FLORINA
Prefecture

Postal card from FLORINA
to PIRAEUS, canc.
“@AOPINA * 5 XII 40”.
Censored with 3-circle
handstamp “TMHMA
EAETXO0Y AIABATHPIQN
GAQPINHE" (PASSPORT
CONTROL DEPARTMENT
OF FLORINA) with a central
crest and censor’s signature

T _ _

= %@ W?@; 2P

* GOUMENISA
(KILKIS region)

Postcard from the settlement
GOUMENISA (prefecture of
PEONIA in the KILKIS region),
to a soldier of PS212 (C' ARMY
CORPS). It was dispatched
through civilian mail, canc.
“'OYMENIZZA MAKEAONIAZ
47241,

Censored with 3-circle
handstamp “YINOAIOIKHZIZ
XQPOPYAAKHZ MMAIONIAY"
(PEONIA GENDARMERIE
SUBDIVISION) and linear
“EAOTOKPIOGH” (CENSORED)
with censor’s signature

Military correspondence
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« VIRONIA (SERRES

Prefecture)
Military postal card from the
village VIRONIA of SERRES

govusrwy § ovrllyuarizdr.

CAZTIRTH-EAKA,,

e S —

T.T.0038 0

prefecture, to a soldier of PS235
(XI INFANTRY Division)
It was dispatched through
civilian mail, canc. “NEON
[TETPITZION * 25 XII 40"
Censored with 3-circle cachet
“ALTYNOMIKH AOI'OKPIZIA
N. METPITZIOY” (NEW
PETRITSI POLICE CENSORSHIP)
with a central crest

Military correspondence
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(in front}
e KOMOTINI

(RODOPI pref)
Cover from the

town of KOMOTINI
to USA, canc,
“KOMOTINH *

24 X140,

Censored with 3circle
. 1 cachet "TMHMA

. | -AZ®AAEIAZ
KOMOTINHZ"
(KOMOTINI POLICE
CENSORSHIP) with

a central crest.
Interesting printed
resealing tape texted
== | “AXLTYNOMIKH
AOTOKPIZIA”
POLICE CENSORSHIP

e SKYDRA (PELLA
prefecture)

Military postal card from the
small town of SKYDRA of
PELLA prefecture to PS624
(37 REGULATORY CENTER). It
was dispatched through
civilian mail, canc. “NAOYZA
MAKEAONIAZX * 23 141"
Censored with a red 3-circle
handstamp “EAAHNIKH
AOTOKPIZIA” (GREEK
CENSORCHIP) and linear
"EAOTOKPIGH” (CENSORED)
The censor was a schoolteacher
(red cachet too)

Military correspondence
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 DIDIMOTICHO (THRACE region)
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e KASTORIA
Prefecture

Mourning cover from
KASTORIA to ATHENS,
canc. "KAZTOPIA * 15
X1I 41", Censored with
3-circle handstamp
“ALTYNOMIKON
TMHMA KAZTOPIAZ *
YIMTHPEZIA
AOTI'OKPIZIAY”
(KASTORIA POLICE
STATION * CENSORSHIP
Dept)

with a central crest and
a linear handstamp

“E. 2" (censor’s number)

Commercial cover from
DIDIMOTICHO in the
region of THRACE, to
ATHENS, canc.
“AIAYMOTEIXON
AEMATA*3141".
Passed by censor at the
local censor office.
Secured with resealing
tape printed
“EAOT'OKPIGH" tied
with pale blue double
ring cachet texted
‘TPA®EION
AOTOKPIZIAZ
AIAYMOTEIX0Y”
(DIDIMOTICHO OFFICE
CENSORSHIP) and
censor’s signature
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e PETRA
(MYTILENE island)

Postal card from the village
PETRA in MYTILENE (near
KALLONI) to the village
PLOMARI (MYTILENE),
canc. “IIETPA *

17 1V 41", Censored with a
twin-circle handstamp
“AIOIKHZIE
XQPO®YAAKHE IIETPAY”
(PETRA GENDARMERIE
COMMAND) with a central
crest and also with a linear
“EAOTOKPIOH” .
(CENSORED) with censor’s
signature

e MOUDROS
(LEMNOS
island)

RS

Cover from the
village MOUDROS
in LEMNOS to
MYTILENE, canc.
“MOYAPOZ
EITITATAI *

24 NOE 40", Bears

a twin-circle
“EAETX0ZX
XQOPO®YAAKHE
MOYAPOY”
(MOUDROS

- GENDARMERIE

! CONTROL) with a

: central crest and

b | also censor’s

§ signature on a rough
- *} resealing tape of the
: cover
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e VRONTADOS
(CHIOS island)

Postal card from the small
town VRONTADOS of CHIOS
to ALEXANDRIA (transit
PIRAEUS), pmk “XIOZ A®IZIL
*51141" Censored with a
single-circle cachet
"AOTOKPIZIA XIOY 9"
(CHIOS CENSORSHIP, censor'
number #9). '

Censored also upon arrival
with Egyptian square
handstamp (in front) and witl

BY CENSOR OPENED

OPENED

e MYTILENE island

Commercial postal card
from MYTILENE to
PIRAEUS, pmk
TAXYAPOMEION
MYTIAHNHI * 14 XI 40",
Censored with 3-circle
rachet “TMHMA ENIKHZ
AZDAAEIAX" (POLICE
STATION SECURITY) with a
central crest and a linear
EAOTOKPIOH”

(CENSORED)

-9, & = a printed resealing tape from
O p
¥ ? "} the Egyptian Censorship.
W 0 T
RO
——

e SANTORINI island

Cover from the island of THIRA
(SANTORINI) to ATHENS, pmk “OHPA *
8111 41”".

Censored with 3-line oval violet
handstamp texted “AOT'OKPIZIA *
©HPAZX" (THIRA CENSORCHIP).
Examined at THIRA town censure
office; secured with printed tape texted
"EAAHNIKH AOTOKPIZIA” (GREEK
CENSORSHIP) on both sides
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Postcard from the
settlement of VRACHNEIKA
to ATHENS, canc.
‘BPAXNEIKA * 14 ®EB 41",
Censored with boxed 2-line

linear handstamp 7;:; m(“w ol Pt @v?d)f

AOT'OKPIZIA Z > )
Yl v e G e

/BPAXNEIKQN" Syperaiiaigo: %? o= W {4’*‘0&{;‘7

VRACHNEIKA CENSORSHIP) Z‘?)""‘X}’é L e p(/’ %/Zﬁd/ el 3
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i \ i ;.u?fﬁ%ﬁﬂ } . VELO (CORINTHOS
: Prefecture)
3 [lustrated postcard from the
g § smalltown of VELO to
5 27 3 | FALIRON, canc. BEAAON * 28
| 2 /é ®EB 41. Censored with
g 2-circle cachet “EAAHNIKH
- 2 ca:“.,
o -/g‘ﬂ‘ A // ‘?ohf | AOrOKPIZIA BEAAOY”
5 & j (VELO GREEK CENSORSHIP)
. ki lettiten..... y -~ ¥ andlinear "EAOTOKPIOH"
g - - { (CENSORED)
S r
Ve A m.,// %M -;%ﬁ

ARI (ARKADIA
E{‘.\{ rj[J}

’\

AZIA TOY ©AKEAADY APAX.

WHSM'%VGM\ Hiotis

Postal envelope from the
village ISARI to USA, canc.
“ISAPH * 16 AN 1941" \h13 6 ¢ ?}
Censored with 3-circle
handstamp “STAGMOZX
XQPO®YAAKHE IZXAPT,
(ISARI GENDARMERIE
STATION) with a central
crest and handwritten
note “eAoyokpifn”
(censored)

Disttamd Dtegon.

450




EAAHNIKH ADFOKPIZIA
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Cover from the village
PALEOCHORI to CHICAGO
USA, canc. “THAETPA®EION
AEQNIAIOY * 22 11 41"
(telegraphic pmk). Censored
with 3-circle handstamp
“AIOIKHZIZ XQP)KHX
KYNOYPIAX “ KINOURIA
GENDARMERIE COMMAND)
with crest. Resealing tape
printed with “EAAHNIKH
AOT'OKPIZIA

(GREEK CENSORSHIP) and
handwritten note
"EAoyoxpifn” (CENSORED)
with censor’s signature.

Postcard from
KRESTENA in ILIA
prefecture to
PATRAS, canc.
KPEZTAINA *
'.31 41. Faint 3-circle
censorship cachet
)IIOAIOIKHEIE
XOPOPYAAKHZ
ZEAINOYNTOZ-
BAXIAEION THE
EAAAAOQY”

EMHOPOZ /F ‘;ﬁ:{, S
KPEETAINA i
E /:J,L-d[: /' ~e
- 2 ¥

(SELINOUNTOS
GENDARMERIE
SUBDIVISION)

6. MAMAXPIZTOmIADY & 3+

TAPTAAIANOI

Private postcard from
GARGALIANOI to
ATHENS, canc.
TAPTAAIANOI *

15 IAN 41", Censored
with 3-circle handstamp
“AOT'OKPIZIA
FTAPTAAIANQN"
(GARGALIANOI
CENSORSHIP) with crest




» SKALA LAKONIAS (LAKONIA Prefecture)
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Commercial cover from the smalltown of SKALA LAKONIAS in LAKONIA prefecture to ATHENS, canc. “TKAAA

(AAKQNIAZ) * 19 XII 40”, transit SPARTI with pmk “SI[TAPTH A®IZIE * 19 XII 40”.

The envelope was submitted open and censored with 2-circle handstamp “STAOMOX XQPO®YAAKHE
ZKAAAL" (SKALA GENDARMERIE STATION). The circled 27 refers to Athen’s postman

=

NIKOAROZI._ ANATNOITOMOVAQE
il « EMHOPOX b
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e NAFPLION
(ARGOLIDA
region)

Private commercial
postcard from NAFPLION to
ATHENS canc. “NAYTIAION
AITOEZTOAH * 17 XI1 40",
Censored with 3-circle
handstamp “AOT'OKPIZIA
NAYIIAIOY” (NAFPLION
CENSORSHIP), with a
central crest and a single
circle handstamp with
censor’s number “E. 7"
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e TYMPAKI (FESTOS
Prefecture)

Cover from the small town of
TYMPAKI of FESTOS Prefecture, to
HRAKLEION.

Pmk "TYMITAKI * 7 XI 40”. Censored
with 3-circle handstamp “CTA@MOZ
XQPO®YAAKHE TYMITIAKIOY”
(TYMPAKI GENDARMERIE
STATION), with a central crest and
censor’s signature. i

o St NICOLAS (LASITHI
Prefecture)

Cover from Lieutenant Colonel,
director of the RECRUITMENT
OFFICE of St NICOLAS of CRETE
(official circled cachet of the office), to
ATHENS, Pmk “AT'10Z NIKOAAOZX * 23
I11 41” Censored with 2-line linear
handstamp “EAOT'OKPIGH /
AIOIKHEZIZ XQPODYAAKHE
AAZI®OIOY” (CENSORED / LASITHI
GENDARMERIE COMMAND) and
censor’s signature

= ATMETHEAKA S

e HERAKLION

Postal card from
HERAKLION to
ATHENS, pmk
“HPAKAEION * 5 ®EB
41". Bears a single-circle
handstamp
“AOTOKPIZIA TAX.
HPAKAEIOY”
(HERAKLION
CENSORSHIP of Postal
Office) and a boxed
cachet texted
“EAoyokpifn 9",
(Censored, censor #9)




e KAVOUSI IERAPETRA (LASITHI Prefecture)

i e

e

=
Commercial cover from the village KAVOUSI of IERAPETRA to HERAKLION, canc. “KABOYZI (IEPATIETPAZ) *
15 X1 40". Forwarded to the capital St NICOLAS for censorship, is postmarked with “ATI0Z NIKOAAOZ KPHTHE
* 16 X1 40" and secured with resealing plain tape, hand stamped with violet 2-line linear cachet “EAOT'OKPIOH
/ AIOIKHZIZ XQPO®YAAKHE AAZHOIOY” (CENSORED/ LASITHI GENDARMERIE COMMAND) and censor’s
signature.
Pmk upon arrival with “HPAKAEIO * 16 NOE 40" Blibia LI i1 ) 4 |

~ATMGTH EAHA- A B,

&

e ROUSTICA
(RETHIMNO
prefecture)

Postal card from the
village ROUSTICA of
RETHIMNO, to ATHENS.
Send on 25/12/40
(back), indistinct
dispatch cancellation.
Censored with
“ETAGMOZ
XQPODPYAAKHE
Zr &hée.wiﬂ 0. ﬁr | POYZTIKAX” (ROUSTICA

GENDARMERIE

/] 4 STATION) with a central
) m/ : § crestand censor’s

signature,




October 28, 1940... the 15t day of an epic ...

Postscheckkonto:
38.682.

K.A,Antonian

Thessaloniki

48.Rue Chuntouriotuo

TELEF O N: 132-761.
AM SCHLACHTHOF: 142-904,

< [ 1

Y
LT P

8857 Sa. Radex lev.dap — Radé, VL. O-u. 4l. Tel.. 137151

Registered printed cover
(postage 3dr & 501
welfare and additional
postage back 4dr) from
PATRAS to ATHENS, canc.
ITATPA ZYZTHMENA *

6 ATIP 41, the day of
Germany's declaration
of war with the
operation MARITA

It has not been censored !!

Letter card posted from
BUDAPEST on

28X 40to
THESSALONIK]I, first day
of the war (no arrival
cancellation). Hand
stamped on arrival with
IZTPATIQTIKH *
AOTOKPIZIA (MILITARY
* CENSORSHIP) and in a
box the censor’s number

(illegible)

... the last of his inglorious end ... April 6, 1941

-
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... and the beginning of a new dark page of our

history, which was the German occupation ...




